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Greetings from the Mayor

Kitami City has developed to this day as the core city of Okhotsk, where urban functions, such as industry, economy, medical care, welfare,
education, and culture, are harmonized in the fruitful land surrounded by the Taisetsu Mountains and the Sea of Okhotsk under a clear blue sky.
Kitami City promotes town development together with its residents, aiming to be a city full of vitality and creativity, where various local resources
are utilized, and each resident feels pride in their hometown while living in harmony with nature.
We hope that we can convey the charm of our city through this city handbook.

Naotaka Tsuji
Mayor of Kitami
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The district flourished prewar through the production of mint, which
at the time accounted for 70% of world production. Kitami is at present
the commercial, industrial and service center of the Okhotsk area.
Efforts through industry-academia-government collaboration involving
universities and other higher education institutions are also ongoing in
the district.
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With gentle hills and a beautiful rural landscape in the Tokoro river
basin, the district has an educational zone with elementary and
junior high schools, social education facilities and parks in its central
part. The rural landscape shaped by clean, quality farming is well-
harmonized with urban convenience in the district.
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Agriculture and fisheries thrive in this district blessed with abundant
nature, including Wakka Wild Flower Park, where flowers stand out
on the sandbar between the Sea of Okhotsk and Lake Saroma. It has a
year-round curling hall, which is one of the largest of its kind in Japan,
as well as historical sites such as the Tokoro Site and the birthplace of
scallop cultivation.

The city emblem established on March 5, 2006,
incorporates in its design the Chinese character “kita”
(north) and the shape of a balance scale Welght

[if) % City Emblem
representing the function of a scale that is “always
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The district is surrounded by thick forests at the foot of the
Taisetsu mountains and along the Muka River. Its key industries are
shirohanamame bean production, for which it boasts the nation’ s
largest yield, and the forest products industry, which uses locally
produced wood. As a tourist spot, Yama no Aquarium (Kita no Daichi
no Aquarium) in the Onneyu Onsen resort is attracting nationwide
attention with its unique display tanks.
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