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J Kitami City Hall

The new City Hall building has been in service in January 2021.

With an easy-to-understand information desk and display, it is a people-friendly
building. It has high earthquake resistance and supports the safe and secure lives
of residents as a base for disaster control activities. With a covered walkway and a
skywalk protected from rain and snow, one can comfortably move to the Machikita
Odori Building and JR Kitami Station.
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Medical care and welfare

In the social circumstances where the
local community is changing drastically
due to the declining birthrate and aging
population, increasing nuclear families,
and the weakening of neighborhood
relations, the city is promoting the
creation of a prosperous town where
people can live safely and comfortably
based on the basic concept of “To fill
Kitami with smiles!”
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Education

Creative and dynamic school education is promoted to
foster productive members of society with a solid academic
ability, fertile minds, and healthy bodies. Efforts are also
made to establish a lifelong learning society where everyone
can study freely anytime, anywhere, and achieve self-
fulfillment by making use of the results of their learning.
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Environment

Kitami is surrounded by nature, including the Okhotsk Forest, which is a 3,648-hectare national forest
opened to the public, the Wakka Wild Flower Park, which is one of the largest coastal grasslands in
Japan, and a colony of dahurian azalea, which has been designated as a Natural Monument by the
Hokkaido Government.

In order to protect this environment, the city works on environmental conservation-/recycling-oriented
town development based on the Kitami Basic Environmental Plan.

Regarding the Tokoro River that flows through the city, the city has established a unified ordinance for
environmental conservation (Tokoro River System Conservation Ordinance) together with Kunneppu
Town and Oketo Town in the river basin, and works on the comprehensive conservation of the river
environment.
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Disaster control

In order to protect the irreplaceable lives and properties of residents from all kinds of disasters
and to realize a town where people can live safely and comfortably, the city provides information
on dangerous places and evacuation and improves the disaster control system based on the city’ s
Disaster Control Plan. The city also strives to disseminate and raise awareness of disaster control
through self-help, mutual help and public help between the residents and administration, and to
strengthen the comprehensive disaster-control ability of the local community.
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Community activities
In order for us all to work together to create a better
community, neighborhood associations and other local
groups, schools and companies collaborate with each
other to carry out a wide variety of public interest

activities such as spring cleaning, park maintenance and
anti-crime patrols.
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In response to residents’ enthusiasm about sports, Kitami City improves sports facilities so that everyone can easily enjoy sports. In addition to the local curling team
“Loco Solare,” the members of which won a bronze medal representing Japan at the Winter Olympic Games in 2018, many other local athletes actively play sports.
Kitami is also known as the home for training camps, and adult and student teams in rugby, blind marathon, skiing, and other sports stay in the city for training at
various times every year.

In the art and culture fields, the city provides various opportunities for children, who will be leaders of regional culture in the future, to appreciate art and culture,
and promotes art and culture activities in local communities.
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Kitami Citizens’ Heated Pool

This pool, which was relocated from
Toryo Park and reopened in April 2015,
has a 25-m depth-adjustable pool for
competitive swimming authorized by the
Japan Swimming Federation. There is
also a multipurpose pool, children’s pool,
bubble pool, sauna room, training room
and community room, while a glazed lobby
overlooks all the pools.
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ARGO GRAPHICS Kitami Curling Hall
ADVICS Tokoro Curling Hall

There are two year-round curling halls in Kitami. One is ADVICS Tokoro
Curling Hall, which is the largest in Japan with six sheets, allowing it to hold
world championships, and the other is ARGO GRAPHICS Kitami Curling Hall,
which was newly built and opened in 2020 and has three sheets. The latter
employs a competitiveness improvement support system developed by putting
the latest sports science research of Kitami Institute of Technology into practical
use. Kitami is the first city in Japan to have two year-round curling halls.

The city will utilize these two curling halls to attract training camps, hands-
on tours, elementary and junior high school classes and beginners, allowing 5
ever};gi]e to experience and enjoy curling, and helping to continuously produce StEmERE
top athletes.
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Kitami Central Library
In December 2015, the library was relocated to a new building on the south side of JR Kitami Station, making it
easily accessible from the downtown area.

The library has a collection of approximately 330,000 books and supports the learning of residents with a
network of nine facilities in the city, which have 799,000 books in total. It provides an audiovisual area where =
DVDs and music can be enjoyed and a literature museum area that exhibits valuable materials of the poet = e
Mokichi Saito. PCs and Wi-Fi can be used freely by residents and non-residents alike. New services such as JtREMT b
e-books are also available.
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