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The Paris Commune, 1871—1919

Ll agonizing but inspiring struggle of the op®
T pressed against the oppressors is as old as human

history. It is as brutal and tragic, as human and
magnificent, as life itself. It is a struggle in which
and through which man's finest instincts have been
expressed, have tried to break the shackles imposed
upon life by oppression and inequality.

All through history there are the scars of this great
struggle. They are proletarian scars, transfigured by
the beauty of aspiration. In one form or another the
struggle flared up, and was beaten down. Always
beaten down—the cross and the prison, the rack, the

fire and the gallows being the answer of the oppress-

ors to the rebels. Always beaten down—but arisingr
to inspire new struggles, again to arouse the masses
to action, to teach the new rebels tht more effective
methods of struggle. The early Christian Commun-
ists, crushed by the unity of feudal church and state,
were the ideologic inspiration of the Communist move-
ments of the middle ages. The great Spartacus, im-
placable but human, a slave who towered infinitely
above his masters, lives again in our day in the rev-
olutionary movement of Germany—the Spartacans.
Despised but unconquerable, overwhelimed but irres-

istible, the rebel-slaves struggle, and each new strug-

gle inspires the future and is born again.

The Paris Commune was crushed. completely. Dt
it did not die. It is alive in our day, active and implac-
able. The Commune! The Communists! They are
the terror of the bourgcois reaction. The Commune
controls in Russia—<that terrible mystery to the oy
pressors, that flaming star of hope to the oppressed.
The Communists are shaking the Government of the
People’s Butchery in Germany, and the world of Cap-
italism unites against the Communists. The Com-
miune! The Communists! Everywhere they are the
inspiration of the proletarian: revolution; everywhere
they are the rallying cry of the nfost resolute elements
of the Socialist proletariat.

The Paris Commune was crushed. It was the rev-
olt of the proletarian masses against_class mastery: it
was the attempt to use the collapse of Bonapartism for
action and the conquest of power by the proktariat.
It challenged equally Thiers and Bismarck—bourge-
ois France and Junker Prussia. The Commune was
life striving to realize life. its majesty and inviola-
hility : to complete the struggle of the ages, to end
class rule. And Thiers and Dismarck, hourgeois
IFrance and Junker Prussia, united against this menace.
The former cnemies became allies against the rev-
olutionary proletariat and communism. Are not the
hourgeois enemies of vesterday an indivisible unity to-
day against the Commune in Russia, against the de-
veloping Commune in Germany?

It was a tragic struggle. The Communards met
the cannon with their bodies and starvation with a
ict.  Thunderbolts of iron were answered with the
thuderbolts of proletarian courage and the revolu-
tiomary ideal. TIsolated. starved, overwhelmed, the
siruggle went on against Thiers and Bismarck physic-
zHy, against the world spiritually. There were no
men, there were no women, there were no children—
just rebels. When the walls were conquered, the
Communards held the streets: conquered off the
streets, they made each house a fortress and every
person an army.  Driven back. always back, they heldl
the corners and the alleys and the cellars, until over-
whelmed by sheer physical exhaustion and the numer-
ical superiority of the enemy. And they were all
made prisoners. Prisoners? No, they were madz vict-
im<. They were tortured. Men, women and children
were shot in droves, mercilessly and systematically,

MARX ON THE COMMUNLE

The working class cannot simply lay hold of the ready-
madestate machinery. and wield it for its own purposes....
The Commune was formed of the various municipal coun-
cillors, chosen by universal suffrage in various wards of the
town, responsihle and revocable at short terms. The major-
ity of its membhers were naturally workingmen, or acknow-
ledged renresentatives of the working class. The Commune
was to > a working, not a parliamentary, body, executive
and legislative at the same time. Instead of continuing to
he the agent of the central Government, the police was at
once stripved of its political attributes and turned into the
responsible and at all times revocable agent of the Commune,
So were the officials of all other branches of the administra-
tion. IFrom the members of the Commune downwards, the
public service had to he done at tworkmen’s wages. The
vested interests and the represeutation allowances of the
high disnitaries of State disappeare:l aloug with the high
dignitaries themselves. Public functions ceased to be the
private proverty of the tools of the central Government. Not
only municinal administration, but the whole initiative hitherto
cxercised v the State was laid into the hands of the Com-
mune.... The Paris Commune was. of course. to serve as
a model to all the great indnstrinl centers of France. The
commural regime once estahlished in Paris and the second-
ary centres. the old centralized Government would in the
nravinees, ton, bave to give way to the sclf-government of
the nroducers. Tn a rough sketch nf national organization
which the Comrmne had no time to develop. it is clearlv
stated that the Commune was to be the political form of
cven the smallest countrv hamlet, an:d that in the rural dis-
tricts the standing army was to be renlaced by a nationat
militia. with an extremely short term of service. The rural
communes of defegates in the central town, and these district
nasemblies were again to send deputies to the National Ne-

Tegration in Paris, each delegate to he at any time revccahle

and hound hv the mandat. smperatif (formal instructions)
of his constituents. The few impartant functions which still
wonld remain for a central sovernment were not to be su-
pressed. as has intentionally heen misstated, but were to he
discharged hv communal, and therefore strictly resnonsible,
~gents. The unity of the nation was not to be broken: but,
on the contrary. to he organized hy the Communal Consti-
ttion, and to hecome a reality hy the destruction of the
State power which clhaiimed to he the embodiment of that
wnity indrmendent of, and superior to. the nation itself, from
which it was Imt n parasitic excrescence. ... The Communal
Constituting hrought the rural producers pnder the intel-
lactual lead of the central towns of thejr districts and there
secured to them. in the workingmen, the nstura' trustees of
their interests.... Tt was essentially a working class govern-
ment, the nroduct of the strugele of the producing -against
the arpronriating class. the political fonm at lact discovered
nunder -which to work ont the economic emarcipation of
tahor.—Korl Marx, The Civil War in Frauce.

amid the indifference or applause of the world. The
masters knew no mercy: they who accused the Com-
nmmards, falselv and vilely, of savagery acted as sav-
ages even would not act. It was the vengeance of the
master class—the vengeance of the master class at all
times ngninst its slaves who rebel. Today, the bour-
geois «till froth about the savagery of the Commune;
but they sayv nothing about the thousands of men,
womn aikd children who were massacred at Pere la
Chais, who were often burried alive, who were trans-
ported to French Guiana.  Today, the bourgeois froth
about savagery in Russia; bhut they are quiet about
the bloody actions of the hourgeois White Guards in
Finland, about the savagery of the masters in Ger-
many.  *‘Shoot on sight”—that is the order of the

hourceeis-"Socialist”™ government in Germany, ap-

proved hv the world of Capitalism. Capitalism
trembles at the menace of Bolshevism; but what a
vengeance will be their's should Bolshevism collapse !
Bat #t won't. ...

The Paris Commune was the most mature expres-
sion of th. proletarian revolution up to that time. The
tendeney of the French Revolution, antong the masses,
wis to go bevond the hourgeois parliamentary state,
with its division between legislative and executive,
and (o organize a completely new state, the federated
cemmunes, uniting all functions of government in the
masses.  That was the immature tendency of the
seetions and conmunes of the French Revolution,
which the Paris Commune established in practice,

The contribution of the Commune to revolutionary
theory amd tastics consisted in developing a new tvpe
af strte, by means of which the proletariat could ac-
complish #ts emancipation.  The Comnume annihil-

ated the machinery of the old state—its army, its police
and its hurcaucracy, independent of and imposed
upon the masses, the instruments.of repression used
by the state to coerce the working class ; and the Com-
mune, morcover, abolished legislative and executive
functions as separate functions, these being united
democratically in the Commune. ‘The Paris Commune
demonstrated in actual practice that the first task of
the militant proletariat is the conquest of power by
the revolutionary proletariat—the annihilation of the
old bourgeois state and the construction of a new
proletarian state. On this head, N. Lenin wrote in
April 1917: “*As to the revolutionary organization and
its task, the conquest of the power of the state and
militarism: From the experience of the Paris Com-
mune, Marx shows that ‘the working class cannot
simply lay hold of the ready-made machinery of the
state and wield it for its purposes.” The proletariat
must break down this machinery. And this has been
either concealed or denied by the opportunists. But
it is the most valuable lesson of the Paris Commune
and of the Revolution in Russia of 19o5. The dif-
fersnce between us and the Anarchists is, that we
admit tlhe state is a necessity in the development of
our Revolution. The difference with the opportunists
and the disciples of Karl Kautsky is, that we claim
we do not need the bourgeois state machinery as com-
pleted in the ‘democratic’ bourgeois republic, but the
divect power of armed and organized workers. Such
is the state we neel Such was the character of the
Commune of 1871 and of the Soviets of Workmen
and Soldiers of 1905 and 1917. On this basis we
build.” .The new proletarian state of the Paris Com-
mune functioned as a revolutionary dictatorship of
the proletariat. precisely as in Soviet Russia in 1917-
1010, »
"The Commune was the final magnificent act of the
first revolutionary period of the proletarian movement,
while it simultaneously, through its practice of pro-
Jetarian dictatorship and the new state, projected the
phase of the final revolution of the proketariat. But
the International Socialist mevement that developed
after the crushing of the Commune was pacific, mo-
derate. reformistic and uationalistic. 1t repudiated
the lessons of the Commune, became a wholly parlia-
mentary movement, imagining that Socialism could

De introduced by means of parliamentary activity on

the hasis of tho bourgeois state, that this state could
he used as thr instrument for the emancipatiou of the
weorking class,

The rovgh shock of the accomplished proletarian
revolution in Russia and of the developing proletarian
revolution in Germany is awakening Socialism from
its parliamentary dreams, from its acceptance of the
bourgeois state. Tlie practice of the proletarian rev-
olutionr in Russia and in ‘Germany is the practice of:
the Paris Commune amplificd and organised in accord
with the newer forces of today. The amplification
cousists largely in making industry—the organized
producers—the basis of the new state. The Commune
is again in action. in jts final form, implacable and
unconquerable. The Commune! Proletarian Dictat-
orchip! The Revolution!

The Paris Commune was isolated. The interna-
tional proletariat was not awake, did not respond to
the call of the Commune. But the Commune in Rus-
sia has sent the flaming call to proletarian revolution
throughout the world. And there is answer to the
call' The Russian Commune has its natural ally in
the awakening international proletariat. The final
struggle is on! Dut—Socialism must reconstruct it-
self in harmony with the experience of the Com-
mune— 187 1-14 1),
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IWe need to have the clear party note sounded
now and our position sharply defined as an un-
compromising revolutionary party if we are to
take and hold our rightful place in the interna-
tional movement. We have got to plant our
“darty upon the rock if it is not to be swept away
in the omcoming tempest.—EUGENE V. Dess,
February 15, 1910.

Lenin on Imperialism

N this issue The Revolutionary Age starts the pub-

lication of [mperialism—the Final Stage of Cap-
italism, by N. Lenin. This great study, which will be
completed in about twelve instalments, is an important
contribution to Socialist economic theorv. It is a
clear, unassailable analysis of the economic basis of
Imperialism, of its character and purposes. On the
basis of economics, of the facts of production, Lenin
proves that Capitalism has become parasitic and is
verging on collapse, that Imperialism is the final stage
of Capitalism. In other words, Imperialism has
brought the objective conditions for the Social Rev-
olution. for the final struggle against the capitalist
class. ILenin’s study clinches the point, and, together
with his pamphlet on The Stcte and the Revolution
(just published by The Class Struggle) contains the
the whole content of the position of revolutionary
Socialism. Thsy require serious study by the Social-
ist who wishes to adapt theory and practice to the
requirements of the revolutionary epoch into which
the proletariat has now emerged.

Reaction Prepares

HE American proletariat is in a state of awaken-
ing, of general unrest. Teace has loosed serious
economic problems which Capitaiism appears incom-
petent to solve, Congress impoten: to understand. Dis-
astrous conomic conditions are ahead. Revolutionary
ideas and concepts of revolutionarv action are making
their impress upon the minds of tlhwe American work-
ers. Strikes assume a more menacing character. Rev-
olutionary agitation is active. The answer of the
rovernment and Capitalism is—renression, as usual.
The Espionage Laws, more repressive than the Alien
and Sedition Laws of the early days of our Republic,
arg still in force, tn spite of the fact that after the
signing of the Armistice President Wilson told Con-
gress, “Thus the war comes to an end.”” The govern-
ment has released some political prisoners and lower-
o the sentences of others, but the majority are still in
j:rison : while those who have secured “clemency” are
not the ones of revolutionary convictions. The cam-
paign for drastic laws against agitators is developing
large scope, and Congress will pass these laws; in
some states, as in Oregon. laws have been passed that
prevent agitation, compel it to become secret. A period
of severe repression is comiag, is here. Reaction pre-
pares: we must prepare the proletariat and Socialism.

The Mooney Strike

T HE preparations for the general strike on Julv 4 to

demand the relzase of Tom MMooney are not very
apparent.  Somewhere, somehow the whole thing is
being sahotaced. It was stupid. in the first place, to
designate July 4. a national holiday. But it was done,
in wavs that are dark and mysterious. It is up to the
radical ¢!:ments in the labor movement and the Social-
it Party to assume control of this movement, to see
1o it that there are laree demonstrations on Tulv 4
and & general strike en July 5. The locals of the So-
cialist Party, unless they are vellow, must develop a
campaign to cet the unions to strike, to get unorgan-
jzedd warkers tn <trike. This i< one of our most im-
portant dssues at this moment. lud see must broaden

the xeape of the strike 1o include the release of all pol-

itical prisoners. This protest strike, if it is general
in action and in demands, will mark a new chapter in
Amercan labor history—the first American political
strike. The political strike is a necessary instrument
of the proletarian struggle : the workers must use their
economic power for political purposes.

Fear Chastens Them

T HE Allies threatened all sorts of reprisals against

Germany. Ebert, Scheidemann & Co. warned
the proletariat that if it didn't hehave, if it became
Bolshevik, the Allies would crush (Germany. But.
while the Bolshevik menace in German: was still
largely potential, the Allies were rigorous and implac-
able. But now that Bolshevism in Germany is devel-
oping new power, the Allies aré more considerate,
are making concessions, are abaundoning their threats
of terrible reprisals. They dread Bolshevism as the
devil dreads holy water. and fear chastens them. Cap-
italism respects power alone, a threat to its suprem-
acy will immediately alter its poiicy. The proletariat
must recognize this fact; it must develop that class
porwer which alone can wring concessions from Cap-
italism and ultimately annihilate the accursed system.

A Bourgeois League

T HE League of Nations, mythical bringer of a
mythical universal peace, is promoting a sort
of civil warin each mnation. The belligerent
groups disagree about the l.eague—but they agree on
one thing: the promotion of bLourgeois supremacy.
How this is to be accomplished is tli basis of the
disagreements.

The proposed Constitution of The league of Na-
tious is suffering more at the hands of its friends
than at the hands of its emsmies. This alone would
indicate its inherent defects.

Does an opponent charge that too much power is
given the other nations?—the friends of the League
answer: the Ixecutive Council controls, and of the
nine members five will represent Great Dritain,
France, Italy. Japan and the United States. - This
being so, it is not a lLeague of Nations, but an impe-
rialistic alliance against the nations.

Dcis an oppenent of the League charge that it
invades national sovereignty>—the friends of the
League answer: not at all, cach nation is still sove-
reign. But national sovercignty must necessarily
wreck a League of Nations: Capitalism cannot relin-
auish national sovereignty, hence anv real League is
impossible while Capitalism endures.

Does an opponent of -the l.eague charge that it
compels disarmament>—its friends answer -that dis-
armament is to a point “cousistent with national safe-
ty.”"  The interpretation of this could allow for large
armaments.

The New York IWorld, in its March 6 issue. de-
clares that the arguments used against the proposed
Constitution of the l.eague of Nations are in subst-
ance identical with the arguments used against the
Faderal Constitution, and infers that inasmuch as the
Federal Constitution “worked,” the League Cousti-
tution will “work.” Preciselv—work to promote the
bourgeois supremacy.

The Constitutional Convention. which adopted what
is now the Constitution of the United States, was a
reaction against the ideals cf the American Revolu-
tion. The men with real revolutionary spirit violently
opposed the Constitution, which was the expression of
a counter-revolutionary wovement to repress the
masses and democracy. The protection of property
rights was the dominant idea of the Convention, the
general opinion being that “property is the main object
of goverment.” This opinion was crystallized in the
Federal Constitution and Covernment, which have
worked—to promote bourgeois snpremacy and pro-
perty rights.

Let us cite “authority.” Wondrow Wilson, now Pre-
sident of the United States, savs in Division and
Rewuion :

The federal governnrent wasnst by intention a demo-
cratic government. In plan and structure it had heen
meant tn check the swecn and pewer of popular
majorities. . . The goverment had, in fact, the interest
of the mercantile and wealthy classes. Originally con-
ceived in an cffor. to accomodate commercinl disputes
hetween the states. 't had heen urced to adoption by a
méinority. veder the eoagerte? ant gauressive leader-
ship of able men remrecent'ne a roling ¢lvsn,

The IForld’s comparison, while maladroit for its
own nurposes. is verv anprooriate. Tt indicates. un-
consciously, the hourgeois motives of the proposed
T raemte of Nations. The Peace Conference is a coun-
ter-revolutionary bodv: it abandens even the ordinary
houreeois liberal ideals that vrovided the war its
idzologv. The League of Nations “is meant to check
the sween and power of posmlar majorities” (in action
through actual or potential vroletarian revolution).
it has “heen originated and oreanized upon the initi-
ative and primarily in the int: rest of the mercantile
and cvealthy classes . .. vreed 1o adontion by a minor-
itv, under the concerted and goovessive leadership of
able men representing a ruling elass”

The League of Nations, under Capitalism, is neces-
sarily bourgeois. It is a tragic deception, a cynical
b :rayal of the aspirations of the masses. A\ Liague
of Socialist nations—that is the purpose and th:
struggle of the revolutionary proletariat

Tragic Lessons

HE conscious German proletariat, marshalled by
T the Spartacan communists, is engaged in an

tragic struggle against the bourgeois-""Socialist”
reaction. Acquiring new energy and initiative out of
its previous defeats, the revolutionary proletariat of
Germany has for two wecks heen fighting a desperate
fight in the general civil war that has fared up ju all
districts, and particularly in Berlin, ’

It is an implacable struggle. The Government of
the People’s Butchery, the gangsters of Iihert, Schei-
demann & Co.. have organized efficiently the massacre
of the Revolution. They have disarmed all the rev-
olutionary troops; they have placed the “loyal” troops
under control of the brutal officers of the old regime:
and, under the direction of the “Socialist” Noske, these
troops are crushing the revolutionary masses. And
this government, which is mnssacring the Revolution,
which was responsible for the assassination of Karl
Liebknecht and Rosa Luxemburg, which has issued
the order “Shoot on sight” and is murdering prison-
ers, has the impudence to accuse the Spartacans of
“savagery.” In its massacre of the revolutionary
forces, the Ebert-Scheidemann government has the
support of Junkerism and Capitalism in Germany. of
the Allies, of reaction in all the world. This is their
Socialism'!

The struggle which is now raging in Germany has
universal consequences: and it has particular consec-
quences for Soviet Russia. The Allies are afraid to
send sufficient troops to crush the proletarian Socia®
ist republic: but they are developing a new polic
against Russia: to use the bourgeois-“Socialist” goi-
erument of Germany in an offensice agoinst Soviet
Russia. Open avowal of this new policy has been
made in certain quarters. [Food is heing rushed to
Germany. Secretary Lansing the other day delivered
an address in Paris which the Boston Globe thus sum-
marizes: “We have won. German militarism is
smashed. Germany is suffering. When we look at
devastated France we see how Germany deserves to
suffer. But now we find ourselves in a unique dilem-
ma. Germany has no money to pay damages, and,
unless we lift her out of the .nire. we shall have a
secend Russia on our hands”” The German Govern-
ment must be used and aided to crush Dolshevism in
Germany; then, it is being declared. it will be used to
crush Bolshevism in Russia: Marshall Hindenburg is
reported as organizing an army for the job. After
the Ebert-Scheidemann gangsters finish the dirty work,
they will be discarded by the imperialistic reaction.
which will take control: after Germany has done the
job of crushing Socialist Russia, she will feel the
weight of impositions by the imperialistic League of
Nations. That is the plan. The revolutionary strug-
gle of Socialism is international. . . . ’ )

It won’t work, we feel confident. The revolution-
ary masses in Germany have not spoken their final
word, by any means; Socialist'Russia can fake care of
her§e]f : and the struggle has not vet started in other
nations. ...

But the situation is tragic, and instructive. e
“Socialism” of the social-patriots is leing used to
crush Socialism, to do the hangman's job for the im-
perfalistic bourgeoisic. These “Socialist™ hangnien
use means and a savagery that the hourgeois wonld
not dare use: the camouflage of Socialism deceives
the masses. [s it clear that the “Socialism™ of the
social-patriots, of majority Socialism in Russiz and
Germany—everywhere—is thie worst enemv  of the
proletariat in action? '

That is not all. The “centre” Socialists, the Inde-
pendents captained by Haase, Kautskyv & ¢o.. are
equally betraying the proletarian revolution.  They
hesitate and compromise. They attack the Ebert Gov-
crnment, but they refuse to direct the action of the
nroletarian masscs.  They use revolutionary phrases
hut avoid revolutionary deeds: and this demoralizes
the masses. Thev swing to the left, and at the cru-
cial moment of action they hesitate and swine hack to
indecision and.compromise. The Independents are
masters of words: they are petty bourgenis in apirit
and action.

The lessons of the German Revolution are trawic.
but useful. Clearly. emphatically, they indicate that
“right” and “centre” Socialism are cqually unfit to
direct the proletariat to the couquest of power, s
the betrayers of the proletariar,  Revolutionary Soce
ialism must wage uncompromising  war  upon this
“Socilism™ as aun indispensable preliminarey e lie
cnancipation of the proletariat
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Mass Action

T is necessary sthat the Left \Wing of the Socialist
Party appreciate clearly its own policy and tactics.
We are still in the stage of disagreement, of dis-

cussion: but hy mecans of these we shall approach a
clear understanding necessary to become a power in
the proletarian movement.

An important difficulty is that the old disputes still
rumble in the minds of many comrades. We must
test our ol ideas in the light of contemporary events,
necognize that the old ideas of revolutionary action
have heen supplemented by the experience of the
proletarian revolution in action. Thene is a tendency
to accept old ideas as Bolshevik, the policy of the
Left Wing of yesterday as being the policy of the
Left Wing of today. But much water has passed under
the mill since five years ago: theory has met its com-
plement in practice: and it is necessary that we dis-
¢riminate between the old and the new, adopt a policy
in accord with the roquirements, theoretical and tact-
ical, of contemporary conditions. The source of rev-
olutionary practice is not the theory of yesterday,
but th- experience of the proletarian revolution in
Russia and in Germany,—accepting but the old con-
céptions, :

An essential phase of the Left Wing movement,
of revolutionary Socialism, its tactical basis, is mass
action. But old meanings are read into this term, and
many refuse to recognize its fundamental character.
The Prolctarian, organ of the comrades of the Detroit
‘Socialist Party, says in its March issue:

What is amass action? Is it just our old friend Direct
Action come hack with a new suit of clothes? We will
do well to inquire into its meaning before accepting it.
At present it scems to he the rallying cry for all the
clements who have repudiated the old parliamentar-
ism. ...

In his recent hook, Revolutionary Socialism, Louis
C. Fraina tells us that “mass action is not a form of
action as much as it is a process and synthesis of
action, . . . Mass action is the instinctive action of the
proletariat, gradually developing more conscious and
organized forms and definite purposes, . . . 'Mass action
is the proletariat itself in action.”

Austin Lewis, in The New Reticto, June, 1913, says:

“Recal mass action is outside the sphere of parliament-

- ary acticn: it has nothing to do with the election of

men 1o political positions, and yet is in the highest
degree political.”

Anton Pannckock defines mass action very complete-
Iy thus: "When we speak of mass action we mean
an extra-parliamentary political act of the organized
working class by whici it acts directly and not through
the medium of political delegates. Organized labor
fights develop into political mass action as soon as they
acquire political significance. The question of mass
action, therefore, involves merely broadening the field
of proletarian organization.”

The outstanding feature of the literature on mass
action is a general harziness, a lack of clarity and a
wealth of conflicting definitions. And at this time
when the new tactics are heing formed we must, above
all, have clarity of thought.

Al its state convention recently, the Socialist Party
of Michigan, influenced largely Ly the Detroit com-
rades, adopted the following definition of political

“action: “We do not imply that political action is al-

ways confined within bounds of parliamentary pro-
cedurs; nor that the means employed in waging the
class struggle are everywhere the same. Political
action we define as any action taken by the exploited
against their exploiters to obtain control of the powers
of state.” This is more than hazy, it is seriously de-
fective, in that it lays emphasis on “‘obtaining control”
of the bourgeois state machinery, instead of destroy-
g it,—which are two different things. The political

wer of the proletariat comes from out of the organ-
1zation of the new proletarian state. Nor does the
definition indicate what other forms of struggle there
are which are included in political action. But the
definition is correct in tendency.

A strike for higher wages or shorter hours clearly,
is not included in “any action,” its object is not to
“obtain control of the powers of state.” But if the
strike is for a political object, to secure the franchise,
or the rclease of political prisoners, or to overthrow
the government, it is a political strike and comes under
political action in the Marxian sense. Now a strike
of this political character must be a mass strike, a
political general strike—and that is one phase of
mass action.

" Mass action develops out of the industrial action
of the proletariat. Imperialism means concentrated,
monopolistic industry ; concentrated industry means
large masses of workers massed in one plant, expro-
priated of their skill, and largely unorganized but
disciplined by the machine process. These workers,
leprived of skill and consequently of craft jealousy
and divisions, act in terms of the mass, strike as a
smit—the initial devzlopinent of mass action. When
this industrial action includes several plants, or several
cities. and has a political object, it developes into real
mass action. It is direct action, in the actual sense;

it is not “direct action” iu the technical sense, since
the Anarcho-Syndicalist exponents of *“‘direct action”
had no recognition of the political character of the
proletarian struggle and the function of the new state
during the revolution.

The quotations cited by 7he Prolctarian {we ex-
cluded one as not characteristic) may be unified in
this way : Mass action is extra-parliamentary; it is the
proletariat itself in action through mass strikes, dis-
pensing with parliamentary leaders except as these
may recognize and become merged in the mass action:
it is the instinctive action of the proletariat, since it
develops in the shops, its initial forms determined by
mass industry, and the proletariat’s consciousness and
action determined largely by the compulsion of in-
dustry; out of this industrial mass action develops
political mass action against the state, for definite
political  purposes: it nieans the broadening of the
fisld of proletarian action—which is precisely what is
implied in the Michigan Socialist Party’s conception
of political action.

Mass action is a process and synthesis of action
since, first, it developes larger forms out of the initial
primitive form and includes large masses of the pro-
letariat in action. and, secondly, since it becomes pol-
itical in character at the moment of definite action
for the conquest of power.

The conception of mass action developed in the
Left Wing of the European Socialist movement, which
provided the theory for an instinctive action developed
by the proletariat under the compulsion of imperial-
istic Capitalism. The exponents of mass action have
been Marxists of the first magnitude, who recognized
Marxism not as a means of explaining the past, but
as an instrument of action, as a dynamic phase of the
proletarian struggle,—Marxists such as Rosa Luxem-
burg, Lenin, Pannekoek and Trotzky. Surely, the
Anarcho-Syndicalist theoretical conception of “direct
action™ cannot be attributed to these Marxist adher-
ents of mass action,

The final and complete form of mass action was
described by Trotzky in The Proletariat and the Rev-
olution, published in 1904:

- We have got to summon all revolutionary forces to
simultaneous action. How can we do it? First of all
we ought to remember that the main scene of revolu-
tionary events is hound to he the ciiy. Nobody is likely
to deny this. It is evident, further, that street demon-
strations can turn into-a popular revolution only when
they are a manifestation of musses, that is, when they
embrace, in the first place, the workers of the factories
and the plants. To make the workers quit their ma-
chines and stands: to make them walk out of the fact-
ory premises into the street: to lead them to the neigh-
boring plants; to proclaim there a cessation of work;
to make new miasses walk out into the street: to go
thus from factory to factory, from plant to plant, in-
cessantly growing in numbers, sweeping aside police
harriers, absorbing nmew masses that happen to come
along, crowding the streets, taking possession of build-
ings suitable for public meetings. fortifying those build-
ings, holding continuous revolutionary meetings with
audiences coming and going, bringing order into the
movements of the masses, arousing their spirit, explain-
ing to them the aim and the meaning of what is going
on; to turn, finally, the entire city mto one revolution-
ary camp,—this is, broadly speaking, the plan of action.
The starting point ought to e the factories and the
plants. That means that street manifestations of a
serious character, fraught with decisive events, ought
to begin with political strikes of the masses.

That was precisely the course of revolutionary
events in the proletarian revolution in Russia. The
final revolutionary mass action hreaks independently
of the will of the conscious representatives of the
masses, breaks louse spontancous!y under the pressure
of crisis and instinctive action, It is then the task
of the Socialist to organize and direct. Theorganized
form, or purposes, of this final mass action is the rev-
olutionary dictatorship of the proletariat functioning
through the new proletarian state of the federated
Soviets.

The Moscow Istestia in October last year printed
the following news which shows in what light Im-
perial Germany's attack on Russia was viewed by
many German soldiers:

“From the German troops who camp on the de-
markation line and, generally, in the occupied districts,
daily come deserters and groups. who refuse to go
to the French front. Lately the German soldiers
armed with rifles go over to the Soviets and join the
Red Army. A few days ago near Pskov, a party of
deserters with rifles and two machine guns crossed
the border and joined the Red Army. Another party
—18 men—headed by a German officer, on their way
to Russia fought a pitched battle with Bavarian de-
tachments and fell in a heroic struggle. All deserters
declare that they do not want to fight any longer for
imperialists and are ready to die for real freedom,
proletarian freedom. Together with the German
group there was found another deserter—an Hun-
garian sailor escaped from Austria after the uprising
in the Austro-Hungarian fleet.”

Bolshevikjabs

UCH has been said and written about the pro-
posed ILeague of Nations, but so far as we are
aware no one has ventured to explain how the

International Police Force is going to he recruited
without recognizing Ireland.
* * L]

. The Health Commissioner reports that there is no
sleeping sickness in Boston, there is nothing remark-
able in this fact when we consider that sleeping sick-
ness presupposes a period of wakefulness. There is

no sleeping sickness in the A. I, of L.
* * -]

When we see all these denunciations of the aliens
we cannot help wondering what would happen if the
17,000,000 aliens got annoyed and went home.

. »* * *

Now that the Committee on Public Information is
ended we may expect that in the near future some
information will reach the public.

- #* k-4

if a man celebrates the Declaration of Independence
on July 4 by getting drunk will he be a patriot or a
criminal ?

» * *

*“Bolshevist Rising Feared in Bohemia Unless Food
Arrives” says a headline. From this it would appear
that famine causes Bolshevism but from reading the
editorials in the bourgeois press on Russia and the
German Spartacans we of course know that it is.

the other way round—that Bolshevism causes famine.
* * *

The Mayor of Buffalo is reported as saying that
there are only 15,000 people out of work in the city.
and that often in the past this number has been ex-
ceeded without causing arly comment. We would
like to call “his honor’s” attention to the fact that
people are thinking more these days; besides the Kai-
ser didn't cause any comment among the German peo-
ple until recently.

*» » -

Cleveland H. Dodge is becoming so anxious about
the starving Armenians that ‘we are beginning to be-
lieve the Armenians mt:st I:e sxcellent copper miners.

What with the proposed trip of Queen Maric of
Rumania to this country and King Alfonso's plans
to visit South America we are beginning to believe
in the immigration restrictions. )

» * »

Now that conscription is done away with—in Ger-
many, we can congratulate ourselves on the dcath of
miiitarism, of course we are going to have at least
five big armies and as many navies, but these are for
defense only so it’s alright. Militarism is dead, long
live universal military training.

* L 2 -

_Just when the League of Nations is getting on so
nicely and peace is about to be signed we think it is
most unkind of these unemployed people to be walking
about the streets.

- -
_And talking about the signing of e, when the
signatures have all been fixed will it be correct to say

that peace is finished ?
* * *
Judging from the mewspaper headlines the worst
thing about war is the coming of peace. In fact it
looks as if we would have to elect a commission to

draw up a set of the rules of civilized peace.
* * »

Would it be correct to say that we are at present
waging peace?

* * ]

We suppose the opposition of the clergy to prohi-
bition arises from a desire to save their jobs and a
feeling of resentment that Congress should take on
what has hitherto been their exclusive privilege.

*

* *

Although we can understand that in these days of
crashing thrones things arc apt to he overlooked we
fail to see why the Czecho-Slovaks. the Jugo-Slavs,-
and all these other peoples whose rights we were so
anxious about a i!::: months ago have suddenly
dropped out of sight.

Is it that they have got their rights and are now
trying to find out what to do with them or is it—but
no, of course, not. Didn't one of them name its cap-
ital Wilsonstadt?

* » L

We know that George \" is a democrat, and that
Victor Emmanuel is at least not antagonistic to the
word but we sometimes wonder whether or not the
Mikado really understands politics well enough to
feel at home in Tammany Hall..

-* - *

And speaking of the Japanese we awould like to
know whether these guys in the League of Nations
are the sanfe Japanese as the kind we like so well
in California?
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" The Proletarian Revolution in Russia

L first stage of the Russian Revolution opens
T during the week of March 12, 191;7. The second

stagc—that of a completed proletarian revolution
—opens on November 7, 1917. But as the acorn con-
tains in itself the mighty oak, so in March 12 are im-
plict the events and the conquest of November 7. The
Soviet of Workmen's, Soldiers’ and I’easants” Dele-
gates in cach stage were the determining factor, the
force actual and potential of the proletarian revolution
and the new communist society.

On November 7, 1917 an event took place in Petro-
grad which was destined to open the road to a new
life for mankind. On that day in the capital of Rus-
sia— a state newly delivered from the rule of crowned
despots and their favorites—the woriing class wrested
power from the bourgeoisie, who, following the fall
of Czardom in March, had taken over the reins of
government. This served as a signal for a general
uprising of the Russian proletariat and the great mass
of the dispossessed peasantry who cast their lot with
the industrial proletariat. City after city, province
after province rose in revolt, and throughout the whole
land the process of removing the bourgeois weeds
from the fallowland of proletarianism began. The re-
presentatives of the “parliamentary-legal” form of
covernment were forced to vacate under the pressure
of the toiling people’s masses. And they vacated, al-
though not without a struggle. ‘

The Soviets of Workmen’s, Soldiers’ and Peasants’
Delegates took into their hands the governmental
power. The people—the common people—became
masters of the situation. The representatives of the
working class and poorest peasantry took over the
complex governmental machinery in order to util-
ize it in the interests of those who heretofore had been
uppressed, exploited, persecuted and tortured.

This was an expression of revolutionary will and
leroism. By a mighty effort of their miuscles, similar
to that of the Parisian Communards, the Russian pro-
letarians broke the chains with which the ruling class
had Dbound them, and actively began the work of
crecting the structure-of a new seciety, a society free
from oppression and parasitism. The Paris Com-
mune, crushed by the bayonets of the slaves and hire-
lings of the cruel French' bourgeoisie, has come to life
again in the cities and villages of Russia, has come to
life in order to live and hold high the revolutionary
torch over the blood-soaked earth, lighting the way
towards the kingdom of Socialist Brotherhood.

And this torch is still blazing. The Russian bour-
geois class have not been able to extinguish it. Prema-
turely old, too weak for the task, they have crawled
to the corners of the earth whence they whine out
their slanders and venom at the creators of new life.
From behind the bayonets of the invaders summoned
to their aid one can see their wolfish forms and hear
their howls for vengeance. All their hopes are center-
ed in these bayonets. They are the only salvation;
feverishly they cling to them hoping thus totregain
their lost power and once again drive into bondage
the people who have freed themselves from oppression.

* * *

The revolution of November 7, which established the
“dictatorship of the proletariat” was an inevitable re-
sult of the whole course of the Russian revolution. The
consistent revolutionary forces of Russia were led to
this step not only by the second act of the revolution,
which began with the extremely vivid episode of the
overthrow of the Romanoffs, but also by the first act,
which took place in 1905. Even then, in 1905, the
Russtan bourgeoisie cut short the wings of the Russian
revolution,  Even then the disgraceful brand of a Judas
Iscariot appeared as a black spot on its criminal fore-
head,  In the face of a revolutionary upheaval it made
a deal then with the decaying monarchy, and with the

cyvnicism of an “honest” merchant betrayed the in- .

surgent proletariat to the exccutioners of the Czar.

The period hetween the revolutions did not cause the
Russian bourgeoisie to regret this step. On the con-
trary, it seemed to justify all the expectations and
hopes. It began to grow stronger. Supported by
vovernment favors and by the high protective tarif,
the industry of the country, which was in its hands,
was expanding daily. This was hindered, it is true, by
the extreme poverty of the internal market and by the
infinite stupidity” of the Czarist regime. But then it
saw wide horizons of conquest and plunder beyond
the Worders of Russia and the cheering prospects of
the world war in preparation.

Ilut the war came and... brought nothing but bit-
ter “disappointment.  The sores on the body of Rus-
<ia which the Russian bourgeoisic had so dilligently
sereened immediately cropped out.  The lack of system
aed organization and the backwardness of the Russian
economy, the rapacity of the hig and small sharks, the
corruption and treason of the ministers and officials
of the Czar,~—all this came to the surface. The armies

By Gregory Weinstein

remained without food or wmmunition. and the people
were starving.

The patience of the people became exhausted and
they finally burst into open revolt. Having no aims
of their own in the war, forced into it by the criminal
will and greedy appetite of the ruling cluasses, dying at
the front and starving in the rear, the masses of prole-
tarians and peasants rose 10 put an end to their suffer-
ing and misery.

The revolution was on, it was begun by the oppress-
ed classes outside, and in spite of the will of, the
bourgeoisie. And the fact that on March 12, that is
three days before the first Provisional Government

was formed the Council of Workmen’s and Soldiers’,

Deputies was already active in Petrograd, that while
the bourgeoisie was hesitating awaiting the outcome of
the battles on the streets of the capital, this organ of
the revolutionary will of the people was making de-
cisions and carrying them out, showing very clearly
both the place where the revolutionary flame origin-
ated and its true character. The revolutionary fire
began with the sparks that were smouldering in the
Labor centers and it spread to the barracks. It fired
with indignation and anger the hearts of all oppressed
and injured. The flame reached out not only to the
throne and those around it, but also to all those who
supported the throne and who planned the criminal
war at the expense of the blood and life of the people.

Czarism was conquered by the street and only then
the Duma, this talkative body by the “grace of the
Monarch,” was forced to ““‘meet” the street. The lower
classes won out and then the upper classes began to
hypocritically assert their solidarity with the lower
classes. But their very first step, exposed all the false-
hood of their assertions. In the provisional Govern-
ment which was formed there was no place for re-
presentatives of the revolutionary people. TFor surely
the nervous, weak Kerensky, this one hour revolution-
ist, who became a pitiful puppet in the hands of the
Russian bourgeoisie can not he considered a repre-
sentative of the reyolutionary people.

And this first step was followed by others which
emphasized more and more the impossibility of plot
ting national unity in a country where the revolution
was accomplished outside, and in spite of the will of
the bourgeoisie. It is not surprising therefore that the
“honeymoon” of the Revolution was followed by a
period of internal struggle which was persistent,
sharp and full of constant conflicts and bitterness.

May 1, July 1, and September 10, these are the
dates—guide-posts—which inevitably led to Nov-
ember 7. On Nov. 1, Paul Milyukov, the servant of
the imperialistic Russian bourgeoisie, sent a memor-
andum to the Allied Powers, stating on behalf of the
Provisional Government that Russia would carry
on the war to the bitter end. This was followed by
May 2 and 3 when the soldiers and workers protested,
bringing sharply before the people the question of
in whose hands the power should be—in the hands of
the representatives of the bourgeoisie or of the organs
of the revolutionary will of the people; the Soviets.

*On July 1, Kerensky's Government ordered an of-

tensive, as if mockinig the proletariat and the army
who had persistently demanded the end of the war.
n July 16, the workers and soldiers in Petrograd
started an insurrection which was clearly directed
against the coalition Government and which showed
that the question of transferring the power to the
Soviets can not be evaded by any compromises or
political subterfuges. On September 10, the Kor-
nilov mutiny, which was diligently prepared by the
counter-revolutionary hourgeoisie and which aimed
at the dissolution of the Soviets and the destruction
of the revolutionary conquests of the people, took
place. To this mutiny the workers, soldiers and poor
peasants responded by closing their ranks more solidly
around the Soviets, by clearing them of the wavering
elements and by sending Bolshevist deputies in their
places.

The remaining events of the first eight months of
the Russian Revolution took place between these dates
and their winding line marks the thorny road through
which the Russian proletariat came to its dictatorship.
The people demanded peace, and the bourgcoisic and
its allies among the moderates in the Sovicts were
dragging out the war. The peasants demanded land
and they were told to “wait for the Constituent As-
sembly,” while at the same time the convocation of
this Assembly was postponed time and again. The
workers demanded human conditions of lalior and the
insolent bourgeoisie responded to this with the lock-
out throughout Russia. All this was sanctioned by
the Provisional Government, in which *h: Menshe-
viki and Right Social-Revolutionists acted their miser-
able part of screening the real ends of this systematic

sabotage with regard to the revolutionary aspirations
of the masses of the people.

The revolution was in danger and had to be saved
Ly revolutionary means. Such, indeed, was the rev-
olution of November 7, 1917.

* #

The Revolution of November 7, 1917 brought .the
Russian proletariat into power. The great prophecies
uttered by the fathers of Secialism have come true.
The dictatorship of the proletariat has become a fact.
The third, and greatest act of the Russian revolution
has Deen set, an act which gave her such an additional
impetus that her boundaries now extend far beyond
the national confines, thereby attaching fo her an inter-
national character and significance. The Rev. lution
has become a Bolshevist—a Socialist revolutic .. The
first -step was an actual severance with those f~rces
that had chained Russia to the war chariot of .vorld
Imperialism.

The most vital and fundamental problem that the
new Government faced was the cessation of hostilities.
flowever, it was necessary, in the interests of the in-
ternational proletariat, not merely to end the war,
but also to reveal its inner meaning, to show that not
only ong side entered the war with the idea of plunder,
but that also the other side, shouting about its high
ideals, in realty was assiduously pursuing a policy of
annexations This was achieved through the publication
of the secret treaties concluded by the Allies. The
mask was torn off the “war for liberation.” The fai-
ry tale about the disinterestedness of the bourgeomie
in the “more democratic countries” vanished, and the
repulsive face of the imperialist monster, greedy, ra-
pacious and cruel, appeared before the world -in all
its ugliness. The international marauder received
a staggering blow, and one of the most dangerous
weapons they had been using was put out of action:

The publication of the secret documents decisively
destroyed the last ties that bound revolutionary Rus-
sia with the imperialists of the Allied Powers. The
Soviet Republic formed after the revolution of Nov-
ember 7, introduced a new type of foreign policy. The
plots and intrigues of diplomats, their gambling with
the lives of nations, were abolished. All the subse-
(uent governmental measures of the young republic
in the sphere of foreign policy have clearly empha-
sized her absolute sincerity. the purity of her methods,
at the same bringing to light the falsity, ambiguity and
greediness of the old diplomacy. The annulment of
the State debts of Russia, the appeal of the Soviet of
People’s Commnisaries to the governments of the bellig-,
erent countries regarding the peace question, the
history of the peace negotiations with the Central
Powers, and, finally, the attempt to end the war with-
out assuming any obligations towards the German
robbers,—all this to a certain degree united the world
—~Cerman-Austrian and Allied—bourgeoisie against
the Soviet republic, which dared to violate the “sacred-
ness” of treaties and the half-decayed principles of
international relations. The Allied diplomats, like
Poutius Plate, washed their hands of Russia, and
handed her over to be devoured by the German birds
of prey. But they went further than this, and began,
at first secretly and later openly, an invasion. which,
according to their plans, was to finally crush the
Soviet Republic,

\While the foreign policy of the Soviet government
‘arrayed the hourgeoisie of all countries against the
Russian Workers’ and Peasants’ Republic, its nternal
prolicy made the Russian bourgeoisie thLe most un-
compromising, though impotent, foe of the republic.
Aud there is little wonder in that: all the measures of
the Soviet Government from the very day following
the revolution of November 7. have been directed to-
wards the expropriation of expropriators and towards
the re-huilding of the economic-social structure of the
country along Socialist lines. Socialism, indeed, was
the light-house towards which the Soviets, with rare
cnergy and the greatest self-secrifice have turned their
eyes. Along this difficult way towards the light-house,
such measures as the transference of the land to the
people, {nationalization of finances, socialization of
some of the industries and the establishment of a work-
ers’ control over others, were gigantic strides.

The Russian bourgeoisie is impoten$ to oppose these
steps towards Socialism. Neither the sabotage of the
intellectuals, nor the aid of the Czar’s generals, nor
the treachery of the pseudo-Socialist groups and
clements have been of any avail. And neither will the
haynnets of the Allied troops, avail.

£ * %

Many months have passed since the revolution of
November 7th took place. The evil crowing of the
foes of the Russian Soviet Republic has failed. It
has not fallen. It lives and calls the whole world to
a new life.
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The Peace Conference in Action

HE characters: Lloyd-George, Clemenceau, Uncle
T Sam, Maupassant’s France, Italy, Jugo-Slavia

~and Japan. The others, the supers, theugh still
on their feet, are a bit shaky.

JAPAN (walking around the table at which sit the
rest of the performers; and while walking makes a
noisc with her slippers, gesticulating strangely, and
now and then fiving her vobe):

Mikado, banzai, and myself, banzai.
Slap-grab: Manchuria shall be mine.
glap-grab: China shall be mine.
lap-grab, slap-grab,
Grab!

LLovD-GEORGE (puts something in his silk top-hat,
and speaks to himself): Frightful! Such lack of

culture! One can easily see she has come from the .

Far East: slap-grab, and again grab. Wait, I wil
show you how to slap and grab! I will build ships
' lq.:d ships, of such quantity and quality that you will
kept .in your little island holz under the Rising
Sun without a chance of ever getting out. And what
a face! What manners! One is liable to become sick
at the mere sight of her. (Again puts something into
the sik top-hat.)
MaurassaNT’s FRANCE (sits on the lap of Clean-
enceay, holding a champagne decanter in her hand) :
Do you recall the happy days
And the magic of my lays?
My tiny shapely feet
And milky hands for you to grest.

CLEMENCEAU: Gentlemen,members of the Confer-

- ence! Do you not see how sad is my beautiful France? .

And do you not divine the reason? It is because she
has not Alsace-Lorraine! Oh, ma chere France, you
- do really need Lorraine, and you are yearning for
Alsace, How sad are your beautiful eyes and how
pale your face, and.in your graceful form a forty-year
old dream is abiding: Alsace! Lorraine! True, you
are unhappy and your soul mourns, for your suffer-
ings are deep and terrible, they are unlimited. (Powrs
some wine.)-
*MAUPASSANT'S FRANCE:

Do you recall the happy days
And the magic of my lays?

A Musical Comedy in One Act
By Grisha Korichnevy

My tiny shapely feet
And milky hands for you to greet.

CLEMENCEAU: Of course! The legitimate desire
of .the companion of my ministerial heart could not
by expressed more eloquently and with greater pathos
than she just has. Is it not convincing? Are you not
impressed by artless enthusiasm?

ALL (save Japan): Ohv'yes, indeed! - It is very,
ve(x]'y impressive. We arg touched:-touched very deeply
indeed!

Jaran:
Slap-grab: Manchuria shall be mine.
Slap-grab: China shall be mine.
Slap-grab, grab-slap,
- Grab!

Juco-SLAVIA (sits om a small chair and weeps

bitterly): 1... .1 am so small and yet she abuses me
(posnting to Italy). Yesterday Uncle Sam made me
a present of a little cap and now Italy has taken it
away from me. If she does not give it back to me,
I will climb this table and scratch hér eyes.out. Her
hat is so big that I could easily hide myself in it. Is
it not enough for her? Give me back my little cap!
(Weeps).

ItaLy: Oh, you naughty girl! The milk is still on
your lips, and here you come with those pretensions.
Be glad that T have taken away only your little cap.

Juco-Stavia: You Milan witch! (Throws an inks
well at Italy.)

(Ttaly furiously attacks Jugo-Slavia, tears off her
clothes, shoes, stockings, eté. . Pandemonitnt breaks
loose. Italy and Jugo-Slavia are attacked, now by one
party, now by another.)

MEepHIsTO (his head appearing through the half-
opened door, sings):

The whole of humanity
. Worships one idol,
The idol of gold.

Debs —and the Struggle Against

Court has upheld the ten year sentence imposed

on Eugene Debs by the Federal Court of Clev-
eland some months ago. The decision has been hailed
with unqualified delight by the bourgeqis press, though
a few, more voracious than the rest, have cavilled at
the  fact that the constitutionlity of the Espionage Act,
under which thousands of men and women are already
lying in jail, was not definitely established. Here and
there a word has been grudgingly inserted about Debs’
personal courage and imtegrity but unfailingly the
writers.have answered the call of their class, or, to be
morg correct, the class that employs them. There is
a faint pretense that the confirmation of the sentence
was a matter of military necessity or national emerg-
ency, but even the most brazen editorials hastily leave
this phase of the subject. ‘

The class conscious worker is, hiowever, not de-
‘ceived by any twist that the cunning of newspaper
practice or the trickery of legal phraseology may em-
ploy. He recognizes the verdict as an act of war on
the working glass, he kinows that Debs is not sentenced
for the protection of the country, in the sense that the
term is generally used, but for the protection of the
present system of exploitation and robbery. Few if
any have had the temerity to hurl the slander of pro-
Germanism against Debs. The case is clear cut, for
half a century Debs has fearlessly championed the
cause of the working class, the class to which he be-
longs and from which he scorned to rise. In every
crisis his voice, his pen and his powerful personality
have urged the workers on towards emancipation.
Every state in the union has been the scene of his
labors, all over the - country the people have flosked
to hear his voice and never since he first set his face
toward the sunlight of the new day has he faltered in
his allegiance to the cause of the world’s oppressed.
It is -because of his adherence to this cause that the
‘sentence was first imposed and its imposition is now
confirmed

It is true that in its broad aspect the Debs’ case dif-
fers little from the thousands of others throughout
the country. Every conviction against a Socialist, L

BY unanimous vote the United States Supreme

W. W. or other class conscious worker is backed by
the same class tyranny, is an act of war by the capital-
ists against the workers.
phases the case stands alone. Debs, by his length of
service, by his intellectual integrity, and above all by
his limitless love, holds an unique position. He is the
pulsigg heart of the rebel wage siave. He voices the
cry of the child worker for sleep, and play and sun-
shine—for childhood ; he voices the dumb longings of
the woman toiler for laughter, and love, and beauty—
for womanhood ; he voices the inarticulate demand of
the slavée man for leisure, and bread and home—for
manhood ; he voices the cry of humanity for economic
freedom, for life. He is the soul of the American
Socialist movement and the inspiration of every other
conscious working class organization in the country,
and his imprisonment is a gage flung at the feet of
the workers.- :

The imprisonment of every member of our class is
such a gage flung with patrician scorn in the path of
the “rabble” but it is not to be expected that the work-
ers have yet become sufficiently educated to view it in

this light, a thousand incidents distract their attention -

from the main issue, Debs’ case, however, is clearer
cut. There can be but one answer to this assault on

_the workers, we must pick up the gage on the point

of the sword cf our economic might and hurl it
back.

Three score years and ten is man’s allotted span,
Debs has already passed through sixty- four yéars of
strenuous life and the imposiiion of a ten year sent-
ence means that he, who loves freedom as it is given
to few to love it, shall spend his declining years in a
convict’s cell unless the workers intervene. A general
strike is the only reply to this latest act of bourgeois
tyranny. This sentence is a blow struck in the class
struggle by the opposing side and it must be replied to
by the blow that the workers can make effective—the
withdrawal of their economic power. A one day
strike, a half hour strike, even a five minute strike
will be sufficient to show that the workers mean bus-
iness.

enough to ensure success. Debs will have secured

But in its more intimate .

The manifestation of class solidarity will be -

While this idol is master
I'm happy, and everyone dances
In Satan’s grand ball! v
(The fighting increases. All faces are convulsed
with excitement and fury. ‘Through the back door
with a heavy step enters a Russian Bear, leading a
small Spartacan by the hand.)
RussiaN Brar: Brrrr ... Brrer ... Brrrr!
UncLe Sam: What is the matter? Whadaymean,
brerr? Say something human.
Russiaf® Bear: Long live the Russian  Socialist
Federative Soviet Republic!

UNcLe SAM: Well, my dear fellow, it is dangerous .

to talk with you. However, if you wish, let us go to
-an island. ‘llherew.e may have a heart-to-heart talk.
Understand this, my dear uncouth fellow, you are a
-wild animal, and we of the higher breed can not talk
to you in a respectable place. Get me? _

(Mephisto russ in. Approaches the bzar, bows and
stands alongside of .him. The bear does not notice
him. Both sing, in different tunes.)

RussiAN BEAR (sings) : Long live the Russian Soc-
ialist Federative Republic of Soviets!

MepHISTO ($ings) :

The whole of humanity
Worships one idol,
The idol of gold.
While this idol is master,
I’'m happy, and everyone dances
In Satan’s grand ball!

(The duet does not last long. Mephisto's bass grows -
weaker and fainter, lost in the bear’s roaring. a}t?_n
is

changes now and then to a different costume.
final effort is made in the dress of a Stock Exchange
broker. Broker-Mephisto _suddenly, with a falsetto
shriek, ends his song. His figure, hitherto of con-
siderable size, begins to shrink rapidly and finally
vanishes through the ink-weil.

(The bear and the Spartacan begin to dance. A
chorus of English miners appears on the stage, sur-
rounds the bear in a ring, and sing: “Ie’s a jolly

good fellow.” .
(Tha strains of the International are heard behind

the scenes. The merriment and Jdancing increase. The
curtain falls slowly.) )

Reaction

his greatest triumph if he can inspire such solidarity -
and labor will have marched forward many steps.

it may be that behind this act of the Supreme Court
there lurks executive pardon for Debs but Debs can
take care of that. If the workers of America allow
the prison gates to close for one day behind Debs then -

* indeed they are sunk in lethargy. Monarchical England

gave Macl.eaa five years only to release him -in nine
months at the demard of the workers, Imperial Ger-
.many gave Liebknecht four years  and the workers
burst open the prison gates hefore the term was over,
Democratic America decrees ten years to Debs, what
do the workers say? .

The constitutionality or the unconstitutionality of
the.law matters not, what docs matter is that the appli-
cation of the law is a class act, an act of aggression by
the bourgeois class against the working class in the
person of its best loved snokesman. ourgeois demo-
cracy is a fiction for workiny class consumption. The
law, the impartial law, th2 will of the people’s repre-
sentatives, is invoked to cover a honrgeos offensive in
the class struggle. It was =o in the case of Mooney, in
the case of Haywood, in the case of a thousand name-
less ones, but in this case it must he clear to even the
dullest worker. Debs is punished for his love and
loyalty to his class, {or his devotion to the highest ideals
of his brothers.

Presidents and diplomats may speak of liberty in
ever so idealistic phrases but so laag as Debs is im-
prisoned even the most gullitle must see that their
‘words are a sham and a mockerv. DBourgeois demo-
cracy and idealism is itself tearine away the scales
from the eyes of the workers and this latest act is-
its greatest folly.

The workers must rely on themselves for their own
salvation, the first sten to “hg rcalization of their
power lies open through this act. Not only can they
free Debs and all his fellows throughout ‘the country
but in so acting thev mpve to free themselves from
industrial serfdom. The gage is thrown: Eugene V.
Debs is to lie in jail for ten years... Take up the
challenge workers of America, let the general ‘strike
be your answer and l¢t it he swift and sure! '
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Imperialism — the Final Stage of Capitalism

the Spanish-American War (1808) and the Boer

War (1899-1902) economists and political writers
of the old world and of the new have more and more
frequently resorted to the use of the word “Imperial—
ism” in order to characterize the period in which we
are living.

In 1902 there appeared in London and New York
a book entitled Imperialism by the English economist
J. A. Hobson. Starting from a social-reformist and
pacifist point of view, essentially identical to that held
by Karl Kautsky. Hobson wrote a strong and detailed
analysis of the fundamental traits, econonmic and pol-
itical, of Imperialism.

In 1910 there appeared in Vienna a book by. the
Austrian Marxist Rudolf Hilferding entitled Finance-
Capital. While the author was mistaken in his views
on the currency theory and made many efforts to re-
concile Marxism and opportunism, this book con-
tains the most valuable analysis of “the latest step in
the development of Capitalism,” as its sub-title reads.
In reality the various articles on Imperialism pub-
lished in recent years, and whatever was said on the
subject in the resolutions of the Chemnitz and Basel
Socialist Congresses (which were held in the fall of
1912, one a Congress of the Socialist Internationl, the
other a Congress of the German Social-Democratic
Party), were inspired by the ideas in those two books.

We will endeavor to explain as simply as possible
the relations between the fundamental economic mani-
festations of Imperialism. Important as the extra-
economic side of the question may he, we shall not
enlarge upon it. .

IN the past ten or fifteen years, or let us say since

I
The Concentration of Industry and Monopoly

The gigantic growth of industry and the remark-
ably rapid process of centralization of production in
constantly larger organizations, are the most striking
characteristics of Imperialism. We find complete and
detailed information on that phenomenon in current
industrial statistics.

In Germany, for instance, out of every thousand
business -firms there were in 1882 three large firms
employing more than fifty employecs, in 1895 there
were six, and in 1907 there were nine. Those large
firms employed, for the same years mentioned, 22%,
30% and 37% of the available labor. But the con-
centration of production proceeds more quickly than
the concentration of labor, because in large industrial
establishments labor is more efficient. This is proven
by all the data we have on the subject of steam engines
and electric motors.

1f we bear in mind, also, that in German statistics
the word industry is meant to include commerce and
means of communication, we can draw the following
picture: out of a total number of 3,265.023 firms 30.-
588, or 0.0% of all the firms, are large corporations.
Out of a total of 14,400,000 workers, the lafger firms
employ 5,700,000, or 39.5%. Out of 8,800,000 steam
H. P., they use 6,600,000 or 75% ; out of 1,500,000
electric kilowatts they use 1,200,000 or 80%. (1)

Less than '/,,, of the firms use over 37 of the
available steam and electric power.
small firms employing from five men up, and con-
stituting 91% of the total number of industrial and
commercial firms, use only 7% of all the steam and
electric power available. Thirty thousand large firms
employ almost all the available supply of human and
mechanical power, three million small firms employ
only an insignificant amount of either.

There were in Germauy in 1)o7, 380 large firms
employing more than 100 workers.  They employed
a total of 1.380,000 workers, or almost one-tenth of
all the available labor, and almost one-third, exactly
32%, of the available steam and electric power.

" Actual capital and the banks make the power of
these few large firms irresistible, and the result is
that millions of small, medium-sized. and even some
of the lesser among the large firms, hecome the mere
wmployes of a few hundred millionaire-financiers,

In another country, the United States, where Cap-
italism is extremely developul, the concentration of
. capital is even more marked. American statistics, how-
ever, employ the word industry in its narrowest sense,
as concerns are listed according to their vearly out-
put. In 1904 the number of large concerns with an
output of at least $1,000.c00 a year was 1,400, or
0.9%, of the total number of coucerns which was -210,-
180; out of 35,500,000 available laborers these larger
concerns employed 1.400,000. or 3.6 : and they pro-
duced $35.600.000,000 worth of goods a vear, or 3R
«of the total production for the United States which
was $i4 800,c00.c00. TFive vears later, in 1000, the
corresponding figures were: 3.000 large frms in a

The 3,197.000:

By N. Lenin
Translated from the Russian by Andre Tridon

PREVFACE

This hook was written in Zurich in the spring of 1913,
owing to the conditions under which | was working, 1 had
only limited access to the French and English literature on
the subject, and only very little material in the Russian lan-
guage. I consulted, however, the most important English
work on the subject, J. A. Hohson's Imperialism, which
deserves careful reading. While writing this book I bore
in mind the limitations imposed by the Russian censor: ip.
For that reason I was compelled, not only to confine myself
to a theoretical, economic discussion of the subject, but to
veil my frequent references to political events under the par-
ables and allusions which Czarism compelled revolutionary
writers to resort to, whenever they set out to produce “law-
ful” literauire. )

It is painful in these days of freedom to read over certain
passages of this book in which the thought of the censorship
prevented me from making certain definitc statements or
from enlarging upon certain important points. When |
wished to say what Imperialism stood for on the eve of the
Socialist revolution, when I wished to say that social-pat-

‘riotism, that is lip-service to Socialism coupled with patriotic

deeds, was a complete betrayal of Socialism, a desertion to
the bourgeois camp, and that this schism in the lalor move-
ment stood in certain relations to certain concrete conditions
of Imperialism,—] had to confinc myself to allusions and
suggestions, or to refer the reader to a reprint of the “illegal”
articles I wrote hetween 1914 and 1917. There is a passage
in particular where, in order to teil the reader, without
running foul of the censor, what shameless lies are spread
by capitalists and their allies the social-patriots (rather in-
consistently attacked by Karl Kautsky), how shamelessly
they protect the annexations hrought about by the capitalists
of their own nationality, I had to go to Japan for my illust-
rations. The careful reader will readily substitute Russia
for Japan, and instead of Korea read Finland, Poland, Cour-
land, Ukraine, Khiva, Bokhara, Esthonia and other territories
inhabited by people who are not Great Russians.

1 hope this book will be of assistance to the reader in study-
ing the economic problem which must be considered closely
if one wishes to understand rightly the present war and
contemporary politics: the problem of the economic essence
of Imperialism.

N. Leniw,
Petrograd, May 9, 1917,

total of 268,491, or.1.1% : 2,000,000 laborers out of a
total of 6,610,000, or 30.5%: $9,000,000,000 worth
of goods, out of a total production of $20,700,000,000
or 43.8%. (2)

Almost one-half of the entire production of all the
industrial concerns of the United States is in the hands
of 1% of the total number of concerns. And those
three thousand gigantic corporations control 258 dif-
ferent branches of industry. This shows clearly that
industrial concentration having reached a certain phase
of development leads to absolute monopoly. For a
few firms can easily arrive at some understanding
among themselves, thereby making competition ex-
tremely difficult. This transformation of the com-
petitive system is one of the most important, if not
the most important phenomenon in the evolution of
modern Capitalism, and deserves very close study.
Jut first of all we must remove a source of possible
misunderstanding.

According to American statistics, there are 3000
giant corporations interested in 258 branches of in-
dustry. That might mean to some readers that each
branch of industry is being exploited by 12 large con-
cerns. This would be a wrong interpretation of the
statistical data. We. do not find large corporations
interested in every branch of indnstry; but one of the
most important characteristics of Capitalism, when
Capitalism has reached its highest degree of devel-
opment, is a tendency to combination. By which is
meant that various forms of industry are placed under
a unified control. Let us take, for example, the trans-
formation of raw materials, the smelting rof ore, the
manufacture of iron into steel. of steel into various
tinished products; or else the utilizagtion of waste pro-
ducts or sub-products. the production of packing mat-
erials and so on, industries which are all of assistance
one to the other.

“Combination,” llilferding writes, “conpensates
the various fluctuations of the market and therefore
raises the average of profit. Secondly, it reduces the
number of business transactions. Thirdly, it permits
the attainment of technical perfection, which means
higher profits than can be secured hy independent con-
cerns. Fourthly, it strengthens the position of the en-
terprises which have combined. against the indepen-
dent ones, and protects them awainst competition in
times of depression or crisis, when the prices of fin-
shed products are droppug quicker than the prices
of raw materials.” (3) .

Heymam, a German hourgeois economist who has
studied combinations in the iren industry of Germany,
savs that “independent firms are ruined hy the high
prices of raw materials combined with the low prices
of finished products.” “\Wy se¢,” he adds, “large coal
mining corporations producing millions of tons of
coal, comhined into strong coal mining syndicates, and

closely allied to large steel plants which are in their
turn combined into steel syndicates. Those giant
combinations which may produce half a million tons
of steel a year, which mine enormous quantities of ore
and coal, which turn out enormous amounts of finished
steel products and employ tens of thousands of laho-
rers huddled in crowded workingmen's towns, who
own sometimes their own railroad lines and their own
seaports, are characteristic of the iron industry in
Germany. And the concentration of industries is go-
ing on apace. Individual enterprises enlarge constant-
ly their scope and size. More and more of them en-
gaged in similar or different forms of industry com-
bine into gigantic corporations backed or directed by
half a dozen large Berlin banks. The development of
the metallurgical industry in Germany confirms what
Marx once wrote about concentration. ()i course this
applies to a country where industry is favored hy pro-
tective duties and special transportation rates. The
metallurgical industry of Germany is ripe for expro-
priation.” (4)

Such is the conclusion reached by a good bourgeois
economist. We must notice that he places Germany
in a class by herself owing to the advantages which
industry derives in that country from high protective
duties. Such protection may hasten the process of
concentration and the organization of monopolistic
groups, trusts, syndicates, etc. DBut it is interesting to
note that in England, a free trade country, concen-
tration also leads to monopoly, more slowly it is true,
and in a different form. This is what Prof. Herman
Levy writes in a special treatise on “Monopolies, Cart-
els and Trusts,” dealing with the economic develop-
ments in Great Britain:

“In Great Britain, the growth of industrial enter-
prises and their high technical level have a tendency
to create monopolies. The concentration of industries
makes the centralization of industries reach enormous
sums; the result is that new corporations cannot he
organized without a huge initial investment, and there-
fore fewer and fewer are being orgamized. Also, and
this is much more important, every new enterprisc
which wishes to compete with the giant corporatiouns
created by industrial concentration must produce such
an enormous quantity of goods that the sale profits
will only be possible by increasing unusually the de-
mand for these goods; if the demand does not in-
crease, prices drop to a level which is disastrous not
only for the new concern but for all its allies.” In
Great Britain, monopolistic unions of industrial enter-
prises, cartels and trusts only begin to he organized in
cne given industry when the number of the main com-
peting enterprises is reduced to about “two dozen.”
In other countries, of course, protective tariffs make
the organization of trusts much easier. “Thé influ-
ence of concentration upon the birth of monopoly
in large industries appears here with crystal-like clear-
ness.” (§)

Half a century ago, when Marx wrote Capital, free
competition was considered by the majority of eco-
nomists as one of “nature’s laws.” Official science
attempted through a conspiracy of silence to kill
Marx's book, which by its theoretical and historical
analysis of Capitalism proved that unrestrained com-
petition leads to industrial concentration, and that
concentration upon reaching a certain point results in
monopoly. At present, monopoly is an establishud
fact. Economists are blacking mountains of paper
describing the various forms assumed by monopoly.
and they keep shouting that Marx was wrong. Dut
facts remain facts. And facts demonstrate that the
diffenence we observe between various capitalist coun-
tries, for instance between those who have free trade
and those who have protective tariffs, cause but in-
significant variations in the form assumed by mono-
polies in those countries, and only slightly hasten or
delay their appearance: and that monopolies duce to
the concentration of industry seem to be the absolute
rule in the present stage of capitalist development.

One can tell ‘with relative accuracy when the cru-
cial change from the old competitive Capitalism to
the new Capitalism took place in Lurope. It was at
"the dawn of the twemtieth century. A recent hook
on the history of monopoly states that “hefore the
year 1860 there were several isolated instances of
monopoly in which is seen the embryo of the various
forms of monopoly with which we are now familiar.
But the actual history of the trusts does not begin
until 1860. The first organization of large monopolies
dates from the world-wide commercial depression
which took place between 1870 and 18go. As far as
Europe is concerned the period extending from 1800
to 1870 marked the final stage in the development of
free competition. Then England completed the struc-
ture of the capitalist organization according to the
old style. In Germany the older Capitalism cntered
into a struggle with the national trade and industry

and began to assume its peculiar form. The great
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chauge began with the panic. of 1873, or rather with
the depression which followed it, and which, barring
a slight revivad of commercial activity in the early
eighties and an unusually strong but very short period
of prosperity in 1889, affected those 22 years of the
economic history of Europe.

“At the time of the short revival of activity which
took place in 1889-1890, the trusts (known in Germany
as cartels) took advantage of temporary conditions
to enlarge their sphere of action. The result of that
ill-advised move was a rise in prices which was quicker
and stronger than it would have been otherwise, and
most of those trusts went down in ignominious bank-
ruptcy.” Another five years of bad business and low
prices followed, but the traders only saw in that de-
pression a sort of pause preceding a new period of
prosperity.

“And then a second chapter was opened in the his-
tory of the trusts. Instead of being a passing phe-
nomenon, trusts show themselves one of the funda-
mental institutions in economic life. They invade
one field of industrial activity after another. in par-
ticular the industries which utilize raw materials. As
rarly as the beginning of the nineties, we notice the
organization of the coke syndicate, on the model of
which the coal syndicate was also organized, which
was the last word in organization. The great revival
of trade at the end of the 19th century and the crisis
of 1003 were the work of the trusts, at least as far
as the mining and iron industries were concerned. It
was quite ‘an innovation in those days. In our days,
however, we realize that the largest part of our econ-
omic life is, generally speaking, no longer dominated
by free competition.” (6)

Accordinglv, we can divide the history of mono-
nolies into-three periods: 1.—the period, extending
from 1860 to 1870, marking the ultimate point in the
devslopment of free competition. and durine which
neriod monopolies were onlv in the embryonic stage.
2.—After the crisis of 1873, trusts began to develop
rapidly, but even then they were exceptional pheno-
mena, not established institutions. 3.—During the
revival of trade which marked the end of the 1gth
century and the crisis of 1000-10032. trusts became
the verv foundation of all economic life. Capitalism
then beran to transform itself into Imperialism.

Trusts agree amone themselves as to terms of sale,
credits, etc. Thev divide the countrv into territories
within whose limits they do not compete among them-
selves. Thev determine in advance the quantitv of
moods to he nroduced. They fix prices. Thev divide
up the nrofits among the various concerns belonging
to the nreanization, etc.

In 1806 there were in Germany 250 trusts (cartels),
and in 1005 there were 385, comprising 12.000 con-
cerrs. (7) But we all know that those figures were
far helow the truth. Indwstrial statistics for the vear
1007 show that 12.000 largze German cornorations
used over 50% of all the available steam and electric
power. In the United States, there were in 1900 a

total of 185 trusts, and 250 in 1907. American sta-
tistics divide all industrial enterprises according to
whether they are owned by individuals, firms or cor-
porations. Corporations in 190y owned 23.6%, in
1909 owned 25.9%, or over one-fourth of all indust-
rial enterprises. In 1904 these corporations employed
70.6%, and 75.6% in 1909, or three-fourths of all the
available labor. In 1go4 these organizations produced
$10,000,000,000 worth of goods, and $16,300,000,000
in 1909, which is respectively 73.7% and 79% of the
total production in the United States,

Trusts and cartels often produce 70% or 8% of the
whole output of one given industry. The Rhenish
Westphalian Coal Svndicate in1893 mined 86.7%, and
95.4% in 1910 of all the coal mined in the rigion. -

Monopolics of that type have gigantic incomes and
their canacity for oproduction is fabulous. In the
United States the Standard Oil Co:, the well known
petroleum trust, was organized in 1900. Its caoital
was $150,000.000. It issued $100.000.000 worth of
common stock and $106,000.000 of prefered stock.
Stockholders reccived the following dividends from
1900 to 1Q07: 48, 48, 45, 44, 30, 40, 40, 40 per cent.;
or a total of $341,000,000 in dividends. From 1882
to 1007 the net nrofits were $889.000.000. Out of this
sum $606,000.000 was paid out in dividends. and the
halance added to the capital reserve. (8) The Steel
Trust, the United States Steel Corporation, emoloyed
in its various plants in 1907 as many as 210,180 labor-
ers and clerks. The largest mining concern in Ger-
many, the Gelsenkirchner Berwerkgesellschaft. em-
ployed. in 1908, 46,048 laborers and clerks. (9) In
102 the Steel Trust turned out 9,000.000 tons of
steel a vear. (10) In 1qo1. the trust produced 66.3%,
and ¢A 1% in 1008, of all the steel produced in the
Ulnited States. (11) It mined in the same vears res-
pectivelv 412.3% and 46.2% ‘of all the iron ore.

An official report on the trusts made to the Ame-
rican ~overnment states that “the superiority of the
trusts nver their comnetitors is dve tn the huge size
of their plants and their superior efficiency. From
the verv hesinnine nf jts oreanization the Tobacco
Truet took all poseihle measres to replace mannal
labor hv mechanical labor. Tt bought nut for that
niinpose all the natents covering every detail of the
tobacco industry, spending huge amounts of monev
on these nurchases. Manv patented nrocessess were
found to he imperfect and had to be imnroved bv
engineers in the trust's emmlov. At the end of 1008
twa swbsidiary concerns had been oreanized for the
sole nurnose of hnvine out natents. The trost also
set o its own foundrv, machinerv plants and remair
chaps. One of these estahlishmeants, located in Braok-
tvn, emnlovs some 200 nennle who devote all their
time tn trving ont ard jmnrovine new processes for
the manufacture of cicarettes. small ciears, plue. tin
wranners. hoxes. etc.” (12} “Other trusts retain in
th=ir emolov sn-called develoning ensineers, whose
dnty is to devica new methods of production and to
introdvuce technical improvements. The Stesl Trust

offers to its engineers and workingmen high bonuses
for suggestions tending to perfect thq technique of
production or to cut down the cost of produc-
tion.” .(13)

The large industrial concerns of Germany have
adopted the same means to promote industrial effici-
ency, especially in the chemical industry, which has
developed so enormously in the past decade. In. that
industry the concentration process had brought about
in 1908 the formation of two leading “groups” which
in a way constituted a sort of monopoly. At first
these two groups werq allied to two groups of two
large plants each with a capital of some twenty mil-
lion miarks: on one side the former Meister works,
in Chochst and Kassel and Frankfurt on the Main,
and on the other, the Alinine and Soda Works of
Ludwigshafen and the, former Baier Works in Elber-
feldt. In 1905 the first group, in 1908 the other group,
concluded agreements with one more large chemical
plant. The capitalization of each of the two groups
rose to forty or fifty million marks, after which the
two groups began to hold conferences, to discuss pris
fixing. In June 1916 a gigantic trust united in one
organization all the chemical enterprises of Germany.

Thus competition is replaced by monopoly. We
observe a giant process of socialization of all the in-
dustries. It is principally the technical side and the
improvements in methods which are affected by that
process.

We are very far from the old system of free com-
petition between scattered traders, knowing nothing
about each other, and producing merchandise for an
uncertain market. Concentration has gone so far
that it now enables us to take an almost accurate in-
ventorv of all the sources of raw material, for inst-
ance of all the iron ore fields, not only in one country
hut in sroups of countries. even in the whole world.
And not only are such resources fully inventoried,
but thev are put under one single control by giant
mononolistic combinations.

Markets are anpraised, too, and divided up among
those preat combinations. The monopolies-secure the
best of skilled labor, the best traimed engineers, they
purchase means of communication and transportation,
railroads in the “Inited States, steamship lines in
REurone and the United States. Capitalism, in its
imperialistic form. organizes a eeneral socialized form
of production. and actuallv drags capitalists, willy-
niflv, consciouslv or unconsciously, into a new form
nf social production, takes them out of-a world of
free comoetition to put them into a world of absolute
socialization. Production becomes_communistic, but
nranertv remains a orivate affair. Socialized means
of nroduction remain the nrivate property of a small
nmber of individuals. The general structure of a
svstem of free competition remains standing, hut the
dnmination of a-few monopolv holders nnon the rest
of the community hecomes a hundred times heavier,
-a hundred times more obvions, more unbearable.

(To be continucd)

Along the Descent to Disaster

HE National Executive Committee of our party
hardly had time to develop its opportunistic
prpgram of sending delegates to the conference of
traitors at Berne. The rolling of the thunder of pro-
tests in our party at the actions of our “leaders,” who
by union with the treasonable “International” Confer-
cren have drawn our entire movemeut into the mire,
is « ill resounding. These very same leaders are pro-
posing to us a new undertaking which in its essence is
as much opportunistic, and as harmful to the cause of
Revolutionary Marxism in this country as the sending
of delegatcs to the conference of Social-Traitors, who
arc still beating around the lackey—imperialists in
their respective countries.

We speak of the American national inter-party con-
ference on May 1, which is being called by the Na-
ticnal Executive Committee of our party. On what
ground does this committee think it is justified in
rushing our party once more along the downward de-
scent? Was the main motive in calling the conference
the raising of public opinica in this country against
the reaction? Ts our party intending at this confer-
ence to unite all the American proletariat? If the last
supposition is true. then whv has our party in the per-
son of its leaders failed to fird a more striking slogan
than the “petition” for Amnesty? Revolutionary
slogans at the present historical epoch are uniting the
Russirn proletariat and the proletariat of all Europe.
Are these slogans but empty sounds to our “Marx-
ists” and are they unsuited for our proletariat.

Dn our opportunists, by their naiveness, continue to
helicve in the influence’ of public opinion upon the
~ction of Imperialistic bourgeoisie and do they still
Fope to persuade the enemies of the revolutionary
- relotariat to take the richt way? What indeed do our
I-aders want to do at this inter-panty conference? To
pass colorless, thin resolutions? “No,” they will say
10 ns, “onr resolutions will be revolutionary!” It is
doubtful! LU'p to the present time we have failed to

By Alexander Stoklitzky

notice the ability of our leaders to set out revolutionary
slogans and demands. Even if we should suppose for
a moment that our opportunistic elements will manage
to formulate “something” resembling ‘revolutionary
ideas at the conference, we still have to depend upon
the revolutionary spirit of the small bourgeois, pacifistic
and patriotic elements called to this conference,
Peoples- Couneils, Non-Partisan League and other
simular organizations of the liberal bourgeoisie, which
are counter-revolutionary in the full sense of the word.
Is the American Federation of Labor invited by our
-leaders to this conference for the purpose of support-
ing ‘“‘revolutionary” slogans? It is laughable, and
painful!

But let us suppose that this conference, convoked
upon the initiative of the National Executive Com-
mittee of our party, will squeeze out from this op-
portunistic mixture several clumsy “revolutionary” re-
sotutions. Then. what?' What good will these resol-
utions do? Will the imperialistic bourgeois of this
country get scared of these high sownding words?
Will they get scared of public opinion? Absurd! He
who lives during the present epoch, who ponders over
the situation, who from the experience of the Rus-
sian and German revolutions has learned something
will say with confidence. that we have passed the
enoch of words and resolutions, long ago, and that
the only thine to which the imperialistic bourgeoisie is
listening is the revolutionary mass efforts of the
proletariat!

. We know that our onnortunists will grab these last
words. They will call this “Cringing petty-bourgeois”
Conference an active mass éffort of the proletariat.
Put will this conference, which is leaning toward the
samnremise of libe-als and proletariat. be able to adont
and bring into being one of the methods of emanci-
1ation of the international Revolutionarv Proletariat,
the general political strike,which in its logical devel-

opment, means the dictatorship of the proletariat?

Are our opportunists ready for this move? Will
they be able to come from words to deeds? No! Of
course not! They will tell us that it is not time yet,
our movement still needs the compromise and the re-
forms ef the petty bourgeoisie.

What can we expect from those who called this
“Cringing petty-bourgeois” conference that is not of
the opnortunistic fluid? And all these empty .worth-
less schemes, pushing our party down the descent, are
enacted in the epoch when the world war is beginning
to bear its fruits

Neither the compromises with the small bourgeois
pacifists, nor the moderate line in action with the
counter-revolutionarv American Federation of Labor,
will be ahle to satisfy the the demand of the moment,
the historical hreak of capitalist society. We, like the
Russian Bolsheviki and the Revolutionary Marxists
in nther countries once for all reject the compromises
with the petty bougeois liberals and keep apart from
the elements leading ns to disaster.

Neither the resolutions of the “Cringing peétty-
honreeois” conference, nor the expressions of good
wishes of the fleeting petty bourgeois elements will
be able tn save our comrades from the claws of re-
action. They will be saved onlv hy the revolutionary
mass effort of the proletariat. We must throw away
rat anly the npportunists and the small bourgeoisie.
who trv to cline to the proletarian movement and
noison it with its bankrunt ideology. but also we
should clean our ranks from that “mire,” which pushes
our rarty on the road of the German Scheidemanns,
the Russian Mensheviki and the Social-Patriots in
cther countries.

Before trvine to pass anv slogan on to the masses
our party must call its Emergency Party Con-
vention in order to exolain once for all its own posi-
tion. To delav this convention is to desert the Inter-
national Proletariat.
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Worker’s Control in America

N every large Soviet of Workers’ Deputies in Rus-

' sia, in the Factory-Shop Committee of every im-

portant Russian industrial plant, there is usually

some Russian who has worked i America, and who

is valuable because of the knowledge he has picked
up here of highly-organized industrial production.

However, the fact rema’ns, that in spite of the tech-
nical efficiency of American industrial workers-—con-
siderably ereater than that of Russian workers—work-
ers’ control of industry would be very difficult here.

This is. hecause the American skilled worker is so
snecialized and so driven, that as a rule he onty knows
his business.as a coz in the machine. This is parti-
cularly true in such plants as the Ford Factory in
Detroit. where a man goes on operating a stamping-
press eight hours, day after day. week after week,
turning ovt a meon-shaped littls piece of metal whose
use he does not even.know, and the relation of wh'ich
to the other manufactured parts is a mystery to him.

He has, for example, no idea of the relation of his
futict'on tn that of the axle-maker, the piston-rod de-
partment (if there is such a department), the assem.bl-
ing department. And naturally he has no conception
of the various preliminary processes of production
which precede his—th= rolling-mills, the smelters, rail-
roarl transportation, iron and coal mines.

He krows nothing of the cost of the article he is
manufactur'ng, nor the cost of the whole article of
which it is a part. He hasn't the slightest idea of the
valre of the nlant he works in, the depreciation in
valye of machinery and buildings, the amount of pro-
fts made hv the owners, the capitalization of the
Fueiness, or the.amount of dividends paid out. If he
is class-~enccions ot all. he knows he is being robbed
and exnloited on the job: but he hasn’t the slightest
concention how much. If vou were to ask him how
much his labor actually nroduces, he couldn’t tell you.
He cannot caleulate a fair wage for .himself. And

when he enes on strike for higher waoes, he does not.

hase his demands on whet the business can pav him
bt on what he needs to live on—which is the wrong
wav to o0 ahout it,

"The financial asnect of the problem, however, is
secondarv. What is immediately necessary is that
the workere lenrn the'r places in the vast machine of
industrv, T will exnlain why.

In the highlv-complicatéd organization of modern
American industry. as I have pointed out, the worker
is in the nnsition of a private soldier in an autocratic
army: he fills a place, does what he is told to by his
suneriore and daes not reason whv. He has no access
to the office where the books are handled. He doesnt
know what arders come in, or the orice paid for them.
When the factorv is running full, he works overtime
when times are slack. or when, for some pol'tical rea-
son the hoss closes down the plant, he is §§mplv fired.
The boss tells him that without a high tariff the fact-
orv will close down—and so he votes the Republican
ticket. . . .

Take it a little nearer to him. Over him is a fore-
man, almostas ionorant as he is, whose interest it is
to keen the workers sneeded up: over the foreman, a
superintendent.. for the same purpose, who under-
stands the relation of the different branches of his
department. hut not very much about the relation of
his derartment to the cther departments. Over the
superintendert, we'll sav. the factory sunerintendent,
or the maracer, wha nnderstands the relation of the
different denartments to one another. Over the highest
sinerintemdent the manacing dire~tar of "the plant,
who understands the relation of the factory to the
market and competing factories: and over him the
Poard of Dircctors. who understand the relation of
the husinss tn the financial svstem. . . .

Every technical function is in charge of a specially
trained technical man—chemists. ensineers, book-kean-
ers—whose work cannot he understood bv the work-
ers. hecarse it requires a special education.

Now if the Revolution were to come tomorrowv.
and the workers of America found themselves in con-
trol of industrial production, what would happen?

The Board of Directors would be ousted, and the
offce-forco—c'zrks, book-keepers, stenographers, sta-
tisticians, etc—who consider themselves members of
the capitalist class, and not workers at all, would go
away. This must be expected, and for the moment
it is not of great imnortance. It will not be to impro-
vise a n~w svstem of distribution of products in the
Indwstrial Commonwealth. ...

The important thine, however. is to keep industry

. goine in each factorv.

What will the tochnically-trained engineers, chem-
ists. indnstrial oroanizers, efficiency experts, and so
forth, do? It must be understood that these speciallv-
trained men have heen educated in capitalist schools.
that-thev ‘depend entirely upon the canitalist class for
their livelihond. The greater part of them will also

By John Reed

leave the factory—although not for long. These are

primarily scientists; they want to do their work—and
if Workers’ Control can give them their same jobs,
with the greater freedom which the Industrial Com-
monwealth will afford tHem, they will stick.
Meanwhile, what about_Workers’ Control? Worl~
ers’ Control means literally what it says—control by
the workers. But in order to control a highly-com-
plicated mechanism liké a modern industrial plant,
the workers must know what it is they are woing.

‘Delegates from each department will have to meet

immediately and form a committee to carry on pro-
duction, with a full understanding of the relation of
their departments to each other .

For instance, they must know the answers to ques-
tions like .these:

How many men are necessary in each department
to carry on the present volume of production?

‘How many hours must each man work?

What are the essential functions of the factory?
How much and what kind of raw materials are used?

Where do they come from, and how are they trans-
ported?

Which of the technically-trained men are necessary
to production?

What are the relations of the factory to the rail-
roads, the mines?

I merely suggest the first burning questions which
arise in the minds of workers, whose first (and right)
instinct is to keep their industry running.

_Of course committees must be immediately elected
to cooperate with the organizations of control in the
mining and transportation fields, and to meet the re-
nresentation men, to consider the problems of distri-
bution of products....

At the present time the American Trade-Union
system intensifies the workers’ ignorance of the pro-
cess of production, by dividing the different crafts into
water-tight separate. compartments, whose most in-
timate contact is when they squabble over “jurisdic-
tion.” These craft unions scab on one another, fight
one another, and all combine against the unorganized
but essential day-laborers at the bottom of the scal-.

In an Industrial Union, the identity of all crafts
employed in one bramch of indusiry is emphasized.
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However, the Industrial Union, although absolutely
necessary to the Industrial Commonwealth of the
future, does not solve the immediate problem of how
the workefs in each factory shall be ready to take
control of that factory and run it.

When the departmental delegates meet to form a
committee of Workers’ Control, they must have all
the available information atout their own departments,
and in addition, they must understand how all the
departments fit in together in the general scheme of
manufacture, For instance, the punch-press men must
not ‘mmediately vote to reduce their hours froni eight
to four; while the furnace-men demand a 50 per cent.
increase in wages, and the machinists insist upon the
abolition of piece-work. Whatever changes are “made
in the factory must be based on the whole process of
manufacture, and with a knowledge of the needs and
demands of other groups of workers in other lines. ...

It can readily be seen that what we propor.: is no-
thing less than to lay right now the broad foundations
of the Industrial Commonwealth, in which the world
will be ruled, as Russia is now ruled, by a dictatorship
of the actual workers, determined to get the full pro-
duct of their labor, and to pay profits to nobodyw It
is obvious that any organization with the avowed puir-
pose of séizing control of industry by force would
be suppressed at. once. And we do not advocate the
formation of any such organization. It is unneces-
sary; for the Revolution will not come until the vast
majority of the working class in this country is ready
for it—and until that time the seizure of separate
factoriel by the workers would be futile....

RBut there is a 'way to prepare for the day when
Tabor takes aver the factories. This is by organizing
right now, in all factories, committees of workers
comnosed of delegates from each shop, to make a de-
tail study of the relations of one department to
another.

These committeés must not only study the processes
of »roducing the article they ‘manufacture, but must
also find out how much it costs to produce each section
of the article,-and the completed whole; how much
time it takes; and the difference between the cost
price (which includes production of rfaw materials,
transportation, labor, depreciation, and overhead
charges), and the price at which the article sells. Only
in this way can Labor arrive at an understanding of
its rightful share—all it produces.

Our comrades in the industries have in this know-
ledse the most formidable means of propaganda pos-
sible. No worker who hears and understands how
fearfully he is robbed at his job (figures which cannot
be disbroven) can remain owside the Left Wing of
the .Tabor Movement. And if, at the same time, the
value of political action is explained to him, he must
—ha cannot avoid it—join the Socialist Party and

.affitiate himself with the Left Wing.

American workers will not be 50 apt to make the
mistake sometimes made by the Russian workers ip
the first days of the Revolution—the mistake of think-
ing that they can run industry without technically-
trained men. However on the other hand, when
they do take control of industry in America, they will
discover more technicallytrained men ‘here who are
willing to work with them than they did in-Russia.
Already in this country the lively interest of engineers,
effciency experts and other scientific men in the pos-
sibilities of Workers’ Control of Industry, is startling.
Every honest industrial scientist knows perfectly well
that the capitalist system, with its network of selfish
private interests, its corruption, its commercial rival-
ries. hinders the development of science, and actually
obstructs production. ‘

From time to time in The Revolutionary Age we
intend to publish detailed analyses of certain Ame-
rican industries, to show what waste, inefficiency and
eraft there is under the capitalist system, what use-
less destruction of life and happiness, of human
strength and natural riches—and then to show how all
thiz can be eliminated under intelligent Workers’ Con-
trol during the proletarian dictatorship which is com-
ine,

The workers must not make this mistake that in:
dustrv under the Socialist Order will produce less:
it will, as a matter of fact, produce infinitely more,
and distribute products communistically to the working
class—with all the minimum of ‘effort that scientific
management and new machinery make possible. and
with all the results to the workers.

Tt is not only necessary to plan the political down-
fall of the capitalist class, but also to get into tne
minds of the workers some concention of the indust-
rial frame-work which will underlie the new Socialist
political commonwealth which is to rule during the
dictatorship of the proletariat, and afterward 1o suc-
ceed it.



