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MODERN INDIA

periods. The ancient period started long ago, aslong as humans havelived on

earth. Inan earlier lesson you read about what happened in Medieval Indiai.e.
from about the 8" century A.D. and lasted till the beginning of 18" century. Now, weshall
read about the M odern period in History. During thelast two periodsyou must havefound
the soci ety, economy, polity and culturevery different from each other. Thesedifferences
whichyoumay aso cal progress, developed, continued and increased at avery fast pace
and had very much more deeper impact on our lives.

THe history of our country can safely bedivided into ancient, medieval and modern

You may recall that all those who came to Indiafrom outside such asthe Turks, the
Afghans, and the Mugha smade Indiatheir home. But the British colonial rulersalways
remained foreignersto thisland. Nonethel essthey brought profound socid, economic and
political changesto suit their interestsand in the process| eft degp imprintson many aspects
of Indian culture. If you see the Rashtrapati Bhawan in New Delhi you can haveaclear
picture of the Britishimpact on Indian architecture. You seethe pattern repeated in many
buildingsin Kolkata, Mumbal andin severa other partsof the country. All these have now
becomeapart of our culturd heritage. Apart from these architectural remains, thecolonial
state al so | eft behind auniform system of government, asystem of education based on
Westernideas, science and philosophies. It would bevery interesting for you to know that
thesocia and religiousreform movementsbegunin the nineteenth century helpedto build
amodernIndiaaswell. Modern literaturein Indian languageswered| deeply influenced
by the spread of English education and through it India sintimate contact with theideas
andingtitutions of theWest.
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After reading thislesson youwill beableto:

e tracetheeventsthat weretaking placein the West during the eighteenth century
and their impact on India;

e describethe closing years of eighteenth century India;
e examinethe social conditions of the Hindus and Muslims during this period;

¢ listthecontributionsof social and religiousreformerslike Raja Ram Mohan Roy,
Swamy Dayananda Saraswati and others;

e appreciate the role of press and newspapers in generating nationalism among
the people; and

e appreciate India’s struggle for independence.

5.1 RISE OF THE WEST AND ITSIMPACT ON INDIA

From 1450 onwards, threeimportant devel opments had changed the shape of Europe: (i)
theinvention of printing press, (ii) the beginning and the spread of the Renaissanceand the
Reformation movementsand (iii) thediscovery of new traderoutes. Thereafter, Europe
made great progressin thefieldsof science, exploration and gunnery. Soon, their armies
and naviesbecamethebest intheworld. Scientific education began to spread. Logic and
reason thus became the touchstone on which the old dogmas and | earning were tested.

Among these European countries, the Portuguese and then the Dutch, the French and
findly, theBritish enteredinto araceto control thetradefrom India. TheBritish ultimately
succeeded in not only controlling trade but al so the country and for about two centuries
I ndiaremained under her domination where her entire human resourceswererecklesdy
exploited and her wealth was drained away for the benefit of theruling nation. To further
their interest the British used the prevailing socia and politica stuationinindia Wherea
large number of stateshad cropped up after the decline of theMugha Empire. TheBritish
took advantage of thissituation and had oneruler fight against the other or supported a
usurper to thethrone. Though Tipu Sultan of Mysoretried to usethe same principle as
used by theBritish, that ismaking use of therivalry between the French and the British, he
could not match the superior diplomacy and fire power of the British.

TheBritish domination of Indiawasbuilt upon success ve phases. Thefirgt phaseconssted
of taking hold of theIndiantrade. They bought Indian goodsat very low pricesand sold
themintheWestern marketsat very high prices, thereby making enormous profitswithout
giving anything to the peasants. Inthis, they werehel ped by the I ndian Sethsand gomastas.
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Inthe second phase, the British took control of the production activitiesin amanner that
would suit their export objectives. Inthe processthey successfully destroyed theIndian
industries. Thiswasbecause Indiawas apotential buyer of their goods. Thethird phase
wasanintensified phase of British Imprialism and colonia exploitation when Indiawas
ruled by the British for fulfilling British economicinterests.

TheBritisherscameto Indiafor making profitsthrough trade. Slowly they gained political
and economic control of the country. After the Battle of Plassey in 1757 A.D., they had
becomethereal mastersof Bengal. They used political control over Bengal toincrease
their tradeand export of foreign goods. They eliminated theIndianaswell asforeignrivals
intrade so that there could be no competition. They monopolised the sale of raw cotton
and madethe Benga weaver pay exorbitant prices. They imposed heavy dutieson Indian
goodsentering Britain so asto protect their ownindustry.

With thecoming of theindustrial revolutionin Europe, theIndianindustrieswerehit very
hard. By 1813, theIndian handicrafts|ost both thedomestic aswell astheforeign market.
I ndian goods could not compete with the British factory made products, wheremachines
wereused.

Ontheother hand, the English merchantshad accumulated al ot of wealthwhichthey now
invested in setting up industriesand trade. The East IndiaCompany helped infinancing
and expanding their industrial base. During thistimetherewasaclassof manufacturersin
England who benefitted morefrom manufacturing than trading. They wereinterestedin
having moreraw materiad sfrom Indiaaswell assending their finished goodsback. Between
1793 and 1813, these British manufacturerslaunched acampai gn against the company, its
trademonopoly andtheprivilegesit enjoyed. Ultimately in 1813, they succeeded inabolishing
the East IndiaCompany’smonaopoly of Indian trade. With thisIndiabecame an economic
colony of industria England.

Asaresult, Indian hand made goodsfaced extinction as British machinemade goodswere
cheaper. These goods either had afreeentry or paid very low tariff ratesto enter India
Indianswereto be modernised so that they could devel op taste for western goodsand
buy them. TheIndian industries suffered asaresult of exploitation at the hands of the
British, who did not at all care about Indian tradeinterests. They did not protect Indian
trade nor did they introduce any advanced technol ogy in the country during thisperiod.
I ndian handicrafts suffered when foreign goodswere given freeentry. On the other hand,
Indian handicraftswere taxed heavily when they entered Britain. Indian sugar millspaid
duty threetimesitsoriginal pricewhen sent to Britain. So thetradefrom Indiavirtualy
cameto astop.

India had become an excellent consumer of British goods and arich supplier of raw
materialsby theyear 1813A.D.
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SinceEngland wanted to exploit Indiafor commercid gains, that is, by buying rawv materids
and sdlling finished goods, they introduced steam shipsand railwaysin India Therailways
opened avast market to the British and facilitated export of Indian raw material abroad.

Doyouknow that it wasin 1853 that thefirst railway linerunning from Bombay to Thane
was opened to public? Therailways connected theraw materia producing areaswiththe
exporting ports. Asaresult British goodsflooded the Indian market.

Doyou know that therailways played an important rolein the national awakening of the
country, too? They hel ped to bring peopl e and ideas come closer together—something
that the British had never anticipated. s’ t thisironical ?

Doyou know that it wasagainin 1853 that Dalhous e opened thefirst telegraph linefrom
Calcuttato Agraand a sointroduced the postal servicein India?

INTEXT QUESTIONS 5.1

1. Who succeededingaining political control over India?

2. Who among the Indian rulerstried to use therivalry between the French and the
British but could not succeed?

3. How many phasesof the British domination in Indiacan be seen?

52 INDIA IN THE 18™ CENTURY: ECONOMY, SOCIETY
AND CULTURE

Indianinthe eighteenth century wasapicture of many contrastsand contradictions.

Economically agriculture was the main occupation of the people. Sincetherulerswere
congtantly at war, they did not havethetimetoimproveagricultura conditionsof theland.

Foreign trade wasflourishing under the Mughals. Indiaimported pearls, raw silk, wool,
dates, dried fruitsfromthe Persan Gulf region; Coffee, gold, drugsand honey fromArabig;
tea, porcelainand silk cameinto Indiafrom China; luxury goodswerea so brought infrom
Tibet, Singapore, Indonesian |dands, Africaand Europe.

Indian exported raw silk, silk fabrics, indigo, sugar, pepper and many other things. India's
cottontextileswerefamousall over theworld.
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Inspiteof such afavourableba anceof trade, India seconomic condition could notimprove
because of constant warfare. Within the country, therewererevoltsof the Sikhs, Jats,
Marathasand from outside, foreigninvasions, likethat of Nadir shah (1739A.D.) and
Ahmad Shah Abdali (1761), were common.

By the eighteenth century European countrieslike France, England, Portugal and Spain
wereinterestedin trading with India. They helped in creating more political and economic
ingability inthe country and ultimaely they destroyeditseconomy. But, by thistime, India's
famehad spraed al over theworld asaland of beautiful handicrafts.

Socidly, therewasno unity of patterninthe socia and culturd lifeof the people. Whether
they were Hindusor Mudims, therewasdivis on among them on thebasisof region, tribe,
language and caste. Caste ruleswereto be observed in matters of marriage, diet, inter-
dining aswel asin choosing aprofession. Any onefound disobeying ruleswasmost likely
to bethrown out of the community.

In thefield of science that India, which was so advanced, had by now neglected her
mathematics and sciences. They remained ignorant of the advancesmadein thefield of
science by theWest.

Teacher wererespected in soci ety during thosetimes. Education was steeped intradition.
The studentsweretaught reading and writing dong with arithmetic. Girlsseldomwent to
school. Eduation was not patronised by the State, but by local rulers, members of the
aristocracy and benevolent contributors.

Hindu-Mudim Rdlations

Friendly relationsexisted between the peopl e of thetwo rdligions. Religioustolerancewas
practised. Thewarswere political and fought for selfish reasonsrather than for religion.
Membersof both the communities participated in each othersfestivals Many Hindushad
faithin Mudim saintswhilemany Mudlims showed an equal respect for Hindu gods and
sants. Infact, theupper classHindusand Mudlimshad many morethingsincommonwith
each other than with thelower classesof their own community. Besides, theMudimshad
adopted theIndian styleand culturesowell that it wasdifficult to distinguish onefromthe
other.

5.3 SOCIAL CONDITIONS

By theturn of the century, the condition of women had littleto be happy about. Thebirth
of agirl child was considered to be unfortunate. Girlsweremarried off in their childhood.
Polygamy was permitted. Women had no right to property or divorce.

Perpetual widowhood wastheinjunction of the society, especially amongst the upper
castes. These widows could not wear coloured clothes, or attend marriages sincetheir
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presencewas conddered inauspicious. Aschild marriageswerecommonin such occasions
sometimes even the infant girls became widows and were condemned to perpetual
widowhood.

| nter-caste marriageswere not alowed. Eventheprevailing socid syssemdid not permita
person from alower casteto eat with aperson of ahigher caste. The condition of musim
women was much the same. They faced immense hardship dueto the practice of purdah,
polygamy, lack of education and rightsto property.

5.4 SOCIAL AND RELIGIOUS REFORMERS

Chrigtian priestscameto Indiaa ong with the employees of the East IndiaCompany to
performtheir religiousritual sat thetimeof baptism, marriage, burialsand church service.
But these priests soon started preaching Chrigtianity to the non-Christian employeesof the
Company aswell. Slowly they started opening schoolsthat were attended by the Indian
children. It were these missionaries, who a so started the printing pressand magazinesfor
disseminating Christian preceptsand literature.

Along with Christian propaganda, English education wasintroduced which had agreat
impact on the society and economy of India. Though the purpose of introducing English
educationwastofulfil British politica and adminisirative needs, it opened thewindowsfor
Indiansto theWest. They imbibed new ideasof liberalism, rationalism, democracy, equdity
and freedom. Soon English language a so becamethelinguafrancaof the English educated
Indiansand acted asacementing force.

Ram M ohan Roy

Ram Mohan Roy is known asthe harbinger of the modern agein India. He mastered
severd languagesincluding Greek and Latin. Hisrolein reforming the Hindu society and
thereawakening of Indiaisimportant. Asalarge number of social practices prevalent
amongst theHindusat that time claimed to havereigious sanctions. RggaRam Mohan Roy
cited extensvely fromthereligioustextsto show that thiswasnot true. Theforemostinthe
list was sati. Sati wasimmolation by awindow onthefuneral pyreof her dead husband
which had becomeasdlf practicein different partsof Bengal and
Rgasthan. Ram Mohan Roy took up cudgdsagaingt it and ultimately
got it banned. Hefounded the Brahmo Samaj, which carried his
message of rationalism and the principle of social equality. His
followersbdievedintheworship of onesupremegod (monotheism)
and opposed idol worship, polythelsmand ritualism.

DebendraNath Tagore (1817-1905) succeeded RgjaRam Mohan
Roy astheleader of the Brahmo Samaj. Hetried to put new life
into the Sama] and propagated Raja Ram Mohan Roy’s ideas.
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K eshab Chandra Sen (1838-1884) took over theleadership from Tagore. All thistimethe the Ages
Samgj laiddemphasisonindividua freedom, nationd unity, solidarity, democratization of dl

socid ingtitutionsand of social relations. The Brahmo Sama) becamethefirst organized

vehiclefor theexpression of nationa avakeninginIndia

Prarthana Samaj and Ranade |

Notes ~

ThePrarthanaSama wasestablishedin Bombay by Dr. Atma
Ram Pandurang in 1867. They tried to introduce social
reformslikeinter-castedining, inter-caste marriage, widow
remarriage and improvement of the lot of women and
depressed classes. According to Ranade, rigidity inreligion
would not permit successin social, economic and political
spheres. Hebdievedintheunity of God and de-emphasised
idol worship aswell ascaste system.

Ramakrishna Paramhansa

Ramakrishan Mission wasfounded by Swami Vivekanandato regenerate Indian society.
Hewasadesciple of Gadadhar Chattopadhyaya, later known as RamakrishnaParamhansa.

Vivekanandagavefina shapeto theteachingsof RamakrishnaParamhansa Headvocated
liberty, free thinking and equality. He emphasi sed oneness of all
religions. He promoted the vedanta phil osophy, which he considered
to bethemost rational system of thought.

Theosophical Society and Annie Besant

Thereform movement was al so strengthened by the Theosophi cal
Society founded by Madame H.P. Blavatsky (1837-91) and Colonel
H.S. Olcott long with others.

Annie Besant promoted studies of ancient Indian religions,
philosophiesand doctrine. She also established the Central Hindu
School to encourage education.

NarayanaGuru %

Narayana Guru wasagreat saint of South India. Hewasbornin h : '
Keralain September 1854. He underwent perliminary education L 7L N
under the guidance of alocal teacher. He becamewell versed in . ¥
Malayaam, Sanskrit and Tamil. Hehad set hisheart on the path of " #
renunciation right from hisadol escent days. ‘ S3
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After hisparentsdied he set out on hisjourney in quest of trueknowledge. He camein
contact with Chattambi Swamigal. They became great associates. They spent their time
serving holy men, meditating in solitude and making pilgrimages.

Both Swamiga and Narayanarealised that theall round progress of K eraladepended on
the goodwill and co-operation among the Nayar and the Ezhavacommunities, inwhich
they were born respectively. The conflict between these two communitiesthreatened to
ruin Keraa. They decided to work to bring thetwo communitiestogether.

NaranayaGuruwasasocia aswell asrdigiousreformer. Helived alife of anasceticand
did muchtoimprovethe spiritua aswell asthesocial lifeof the peopleof Kerala.

Muslim Reform M ovement

Sir Syed Ahmad Khan wasthe most prominent socia reformer among theMudims. He
realised that Mudlims could only make progressif they took to modern education. Syed
Ahmad Khanwasagaingt religiousintolerance, ignoranceand irrationdism. He denounced
purdah, polygamy and easy divorce. Syed Ahmad K han started the Aligarh movement.
He established the Muhammadan Anglo-Orienta Collegeat Aligarh. It wasmeanttobea
centrefor spreadng Sciencesand Culture. It later grew intoAligarh Mudim University.

TheAligarh Movement helped intheMudimrevival. It gavethem acommonlangauge—
Urdu. A Muslim press was also developed for the compilation of works in Urdu.
Unfortunately, inhislater years Syed Ahmad K han encouraged the Indian Mudlimsnot to
jointheNationa Movement. Hefelt that education and not politicswas needed by them.
Inaway heencouraged theforces of communalism and separatism at thisstage.

Social Reform

Doyou know that nearly al religiousreformerscontributed to the socia reform movement
too? Thiswas because the backward features of Indian Society, such as casteism and
inequality of sexes, had rdigioussanctionsinthepast. There
weretwo main objectivesof thesocia reform movements.
Thesewere: (a) emancipation of women and giving them
equdity withmen, (b) remova of casterigidities, especidly
the abolition of untouchability and the upliftment of the
depressed classes.

Emancipation of Women

Themogt striking changeinthelndiansocid lifeof today is
that in the position of women. Attempts have been made
by the State and reformersto do away with the practice of
early marriageby legidation.
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Thewomen themsel ves have been zeal ousin making attemptstoimprovetheir lotinall
possibleways, like better facilitiesregarding education and socia abuses. Thereisnow a
growth of political consciousnessamong women. In 1930 the ShardaA ct was passed
fixing the minimum agefor marriagefor boysat 18 and girlsat 14. Do you know that
Maharishi Karvewasawarded the Bharat Ratnafor hisgreat work inthefield of women's
education?Hegtarted schoolsfor girls, aswell asworking houses

for widowsand destitutes. Soon thismovement gained momentum

and many schoolsand collegeswere opened for women.

Sruggleagainst Caste System

Immensework has been donein thisfield by the Ramakrishn
Mission and the Arya Samagj. The Arya Samaj especialy has
contributed alot towardsit by their Shuddhi Movement, thatis, a
form of purification by which those Hinduswho had converted to
Islam or Christianity could comeback to their ownreligion.

Championsof the backward classeswere B.R. Ambedkar and
Mahatma Gandhi. Ambedkar opened many schoolsand colleges
for their benefit. Mahatma Gandhi, on the other hand,
championed the cause of untouchableswhom he called
Harijans. He asked for templesto bethrown opento them
aswell asfor equal treatment to them.

Eventhe Congtitution of Freelndiahasgiventhelega and
condtitutiona support to thismovement. Untouchability was
declared apunishableoffence. But wetill havealongway
to goto achieve our cherished goal of asociety based on
complete equality and equity, a society where all the
members—men or women coming from any social or
economic background—are happy and their needsfulfilled.
Andwewill al haveto work together to bring about such a gz 5

gtuation. ~ =

Swami Dayanand

Swami Dayanand’s greatest asset was his mastery over the
Sanskrit language and the \iedas. Hefelt that themyriad socia
and religiousevilswhich had crept into the Hindu society over
the centuries were due to the lack of true knowledge of the
Vedas. Therefore, he challenged the Hindu society ontheissues
of idolatry and women education.
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In 1875, hefounded the Arya Samgj. Itsmain aim wasto propagate thetrue knowledge of
theVeedasand discard all evils that had crept into the Hindu society later initsname. He
opposed untouchability. He was similarly opposed to polytheism, avataravada and
ritualism. Hissloganwas' go back to the Vedas' whose authority he accepted.

For thefirg timeinthehistory of India, the iedaswere printedin Indiaunder hispatronage.
Personally, hismost important work was Satyartha Prakasha (The Light of Truth).

In 1883, Swami Dayanand left hisbody after an eventful life. Hisfollowers started a
Dayanand Anglo-Vedic (DAV) School and Collegein Lahore (now in Pakistan) in 1886.
ThisDAV movement has carried forward hiswork since then and now has over 750
ingtitutionsunder oneumbrella.

Asaresult of theworksof thesetwo pioneersand other equally well-known personalities
and organizationslike I shwar ChandraVidyasagar, Radhakanta Deb, the Theosophical
Society and theAryaSamagj, alarge number of peoplein eastern and north-eastern India
weresubstantialy awakened and many of thesocid evilswere banned withthehelp of the
Britishers.

Jyotirao Govindrao Phule (1827-90)

Known popularly as* Jyotiba’, Jyotirao Govindrao
Phulewasbornin Pune(1827) inalower castefamily
of malis. According to himtheonly way toimprove
thelot of thelower castesand women wasthrough
education. So he opened aschool especially for the
lower castes and also started the Satya Shodhak
Samg in1873. Hismainamwasto seek socid justice
for the people bel onging to the so-called untouchable
and backward classes. Recognition for thiswork
cametohiminlater yearsand hewaselected tothe
PoonaMunicipality asamember.

Pandita Rama Bai (1858-1922)

Oneof themost important namesamong women socia reformersof thistimein Indiaand
more so, in Maharashtra, isthat of PanditaRamaBai. After her parentsdied, sheaong
with her brother continued to travel from placeto place, giving discoursesonthePuranas.
Consequently, her reputation asascholar and religious speaker spread far and widethat
the punditsof Kolkataalsoinvited her to addressthe people of the city. Everyonewas
astounded by her knowledge and el ocution. So people began calling her pandita, atitle
bestowed on the learned women.

In 1882, Rama Bai moved back to Pune. Naturally, she was drawn to the Prarthana
Samgj, areformation soci ety which was propagating the message of the Brahmo Samgj in
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Maharashtra. Here, she al so concentrated onimproving the condition of women. 1n 1890,
she started Sharda Sadan, ahomefor widows.

Mahadev Govid Ranade, R.G. Bhadarkar, Dadabhai Naoroji, Behramji Malbari were
other well known personalities, who worked for social reformsinWestern India.

5.5 PRESS AND THE GROWTH OF MODERN INDIAN
LANGUAGESAND LITERATURE

In 1798, lithography wasinvented. It used the specially prepared surface of astonefor
printing ascript, apicture, or drawing. A large number of copiesof the sametext could be
printed in thisway. From about 1820 onwards, hundreds of pamphletsand bookswere
printed, which catered to the needs of the growing literate population of India. It wasthe
biggest boonwhichtheWest had conferred on India. Asaresult, by theend of thenineteenth
century, the press had become apowerful tool for influencing public opinion.

Sincethenew printing presseswere not costly, their number grew at afast pace. This, in
turn, encouraged alargenumber of writersto produceliteraturein different Indian languages.
Their original worksaswell astrandations and adaptations of old Indian and Western
classicshelped enrich our cultura heritage. Thishel ped to bring about an awakening of the
Indians.

Wesklies fortnightly journalsand daily newspaperswere published dmostinevery language.
Although the total number of readers of newspapers was small as compared to their
number in the European countries, awhole new set of national literaturein theform of
novels, essays and poems played asignificant rolein generating nationalism. Bankim
Chandra s Anandamatha, Dinabandhu Mitra’'s Neel dar pan, Bhartendu Harish Chandra's
Bharat Durdasha, L akshminath Bezbarua sworksin Assamese, Subramaniam Bharti’s
writing in Tamil and Altaf Hussain’sworksin Urdu stirred themindsof thelndians.

Role of Newspapers

Thusby theend of the nineteenth century the pressin Indiahad becomeapowerful and an
important instrument for creating, spreading, influencing and sharpening public opinion.

Consequently, the newspapers played asignificant rolein thedissemination of anti-British
fedlingsby discussing, criticizing and commenting on government policiesand on major
socia and economicissues. Thishelped in promoting apan-Indian consciousnessandin
givingimportant political education to the peopleof India

Someimportant Newspapers
Bengd TheHindoo Patriot (English)
The Anmrita Bazar Patrika (English)
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Bombay Maharatha (English), Kesari (Marathi)
Madras TheHindu (English), Svadeshmitran (Tamil)
Punjab TheTribune (English)

Kohinoor, Akhbar Am (Urdu)

5.6 INDIA SINCE INDEPENDENCE

Independent Indiacan rightly be proud of her achievementstoo. Oneof themost important
achievements of post-independent Indiaisthelaying of asound foundation for asecular
and democratic republic. The parliamentary system of governance adopted since
independence has stood thetest of timeand Indiaisthelargest parliamentary democracy
intheworld today. Integration of the erstwhile princely statesinto thelndianunionis
another mgor achievement. Thereorganization of thestatesistill an ongoing processand
new statesand unionterritoriesare being formed as per needs and desire of the people.
Economic planning has been introduced after independence to ensure the country’s
economic growthwith socid justice. Asaresult, Indiahas made considerable progressin
the sphere of economic development, particularly inthefield of agriculture and agro-
based industries. Indiahasa so made commendable progressin thefields of scienceand
technology. Inthehigh technology areasd so sheisfast catching upwith the highly devel oped
countries. India svoiceisnow heard with respect in internationa meetingsbecause of her
political and economic stability and diplomatic statureintheregion. Theissueof India
becoming a permanent member of the UN security council issimilarly gaining wide
acceptancetoday.

5.6.1 Nationalist M ovement—The Beginning

Britishimperidigtic colonidismwasthechief causeof India sbackwardnessinevery sphere.
Indianswere now coming to realisethistruth. The peasantsand the workerswerethe
worst vicitimsof British greed and apathy. Theindustrialistsand the capitalistswerea so
not satisfied with the British rule. Theintelligentsiaat thistime played asignificant role.
They werethefirst onestoredlisethetrue natureof BritishruleinIndia Their initia hope
that the British would be benevol ent rulerswas shattered. Now they could seethat the
Britishweregreedy and selfish, guided by sheer persond sdlf-interest and that of Britainin
genera. By the 19" century all Indianswereunited inthat, they had al redised they had a
common enemy—the Britishers, who were out to destroy Indiafor their own benefit. The
Britishersdid helpin bringing about administrative and economic unification of the country.
They introduced the communi cation systems of railway, telegraph and post aswell as
devel oped roadsand motor transport, which contributed to thisunification. Western thought
and education, that cameto Indiawith the British, hel ped in arousing the consciousness of
theIndian people. Modernideas of democracy, humanism, nationaism and sovereignty of
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the people started guiding I ndianstowards nationalism. Thepressand literature played an
equaly important rolein spreading nationalistic fedings. Thereweremany patrioticwriters
who inspired the peoplewith their writings. During the 19" century also cameareviva of
theancient glory of India. It was pearheaded by someenlightened Europeans, who studied
India’s past and brought out its depth and glory. Some eminent educated Indians also
contributed in thisrevival by spreading the awareness of it in the country. Theracial
arrogance and discrimination on the part of the Britishrulersin India, the agitation of the
Britishersagainst thellbert Bill, Lord Lytton’santi-Indiameasuresand the holding of the
lavish British King'sDurbar inIndiawhen many Indiansweredying duetofamine—all led
to theintensfication of anti-British feelingsamong Indians. All these becamethereasons
for thespread of nationditic fedingsinthe country during the 19th century. Thesefedings
took theform of anationdistic movement with the advent of the Indian Nationa Congress,
started by A.O. Humein 1885. Thehistory of the Indian National Congress becamethe
history of thenationalist movement in India. The Congressdid not achievemuch paliticaly
duringthisperiod, that is, inthefirst 20 yearsof itsinception. But it did succeed in creating
political awarenessand afeeling of unity. Thisphase can becalled an eraof moderatesin
thenationa movement.

Theformation of theMudim Leagueisconsdered to bethefirst fruit of the British master
drategy of ‘ Divideand Rul€ . TheBritishwere happy that they had succeeded in separating
the 62 million Mudimsfrom theHindus. Thusarosetheevil monster of communalismin
our country.

The Home Rule M ovement

TheFirst World War broke out in 1914. The Congress decided to support the British. It
was believed, especially by the M oderates, that the British would be obliged to grant
freedomto Indiaafter thewar. But it was soon realised that thishopewoul d not befulfilled
asthewar wasbeing fought to retain colonies. Consequently, two Home Rule Leagues
were set up during 1915-16. Onewas started by Tilak at Poonaand the other by Annie
Besant at Madras. These L eaguesaimed at theachievement of Swarg or self-government.
They gavethelndian nationaistsadefinitegoa to achieve. Themovement avoided violent
or revolutionary methods. The Home Rule L eagues worked as auxiliary units of the
Congress.

5.6.2 1905-1918 Period

The period between 1905 and 1918inour national movement iscalled theEraof Extremids.
TheExtremigtscriticised the M odertateson thesegrounds—failureto defineIndia spalitica
goals, using mild and ineffective methods and failure to make the movement amass
movement. The Extremistsbelievedindirect politica action andin demanding Swargj or
self-ruleinstead of congtitutiond reforms. Theradical faction of extremistswasled by the
trio popularly known as- Lal, Bal, Pal i.e. LalaL g Pat Rai, Ba Gangadhar Tilak, and
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Bipin ChandraPa, Bankim Chandra, Swami Vivekananda, Swami Dayananda Saraswari
and Aurobindo Ghoshingpired the extremist philosophy by their ideasand preachings.
Curzon'srepressivepaliciesiniIndia, which culminatedinthe partition of Bengd oncommund
linesinorder to* Divideand Rul€’, becametheimmediate cause of agitation. Therewasan
agitation against the partition of Bengal. The means adopted were‘ Boycott’ of foreign
goodsand adoption of * Swadeshi’ or indigeneoudy produced goods. The* Boycott’ and
‘ Swadeshi’ soon spread and became countrywide movements. All sectionsof the society
including studentsand women became activein the agitaiton. It becameamassmovement.
TheBritish government used al kinds of violent repressive measuresto supressit.

5.6.31919-1934 Period

The Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms introduced Dyarchy in the provinces with the
Government of IndianAct, 1919. The M oderates wel comed these reforms, whilethe
Extremistsre ected them. The Rowlatt Act was a so passed in 1919 to supresspolitical

violence. At thisjuncture appeared anew facein the political arenaof India sfreedom
movement. Thiswas Gandhi, who filled the vacuum created in thetop |eadership of the
Congress. Gandhi had led the movement agai nst discrimination meted out to Indiansin
South Africa. He had used the political weapon called Satyagraha (Truth force, or Love
force, or Soul force). Hisfirst triumphin Indiawasthe Champaran Satyagraha. Thiswas
the beginning of thethird phase of thefreedom strugglewhich can be called the Gandhian
Era. A movement against the Rowlatt Act waslaunched. But Gandhi took it back because
violenceerupted. Hewas strictly against violence. The Ja lianwalaBagh M assacretook
place in Amritsar on April 13, 1919. More than 1000 people were massacred on the
ordersof Genera Dyer. TheKhilafat Movement started in November, 1919. Theaimwas
to pressurise the government to set right thewrongsdoneto the Muslims on theissue of

Turkey. The Khilafat Movement merged with the non co-operation movement under
Gandhi’sleadership. Heissued amanifesto on 10th March, 1920 spelling out hisphilosophy
of non-violent, non co-operation. Helaid down an elaborate programme of boycott of
anything Britishincludingjobs, courts, schoals, colleges, functionsand goods. A congructive
programmeincluded promotion of Swadeshi, remova of untouchability and promotion of
Hindu-Mudimunity. C.R. Dasand Matila Nehru plannedto bresk thesystem fromwithin
the councils under the banner of ‘Swarg Party’. But it failed within three years.
Revolutionary activitieswererevivedin 1922 and went ontill 1934 sporadically. Prominent
revolutionariesincluded the names of Bhagat Singh, Chandra Shekhar Azad, Rajguru,
Sukhdev, Bismil, Ashfagullah and many others. Therewererevol utionary communistslike
M.N. Roy, Dange, and Muzaffar. Some communistsweregiven long term sentencesinthe
Meerut conspiracy case. The Simon Commission was constituted in 1919 and sent to
Indiafor reviewing the political situation. It had to face non-violence but bitter protest
demondtrationseverywhereit went, asno Indian wasincluded inthe Commission. Lala
Lgpat Ra died of injurieshereceivedinalathi chargewhileleading apeaceful demondtration
at Lahore. Anoutline of aconstitution for Indiawas drawn asNehru Reportin 1928. In

Indian Culture and Heritage Secondary Course



Modern India

the Lahore Session of the Congressin 1929, the dogan of PurnaSwarg) asthe goal was
adopted; 26th January, 1930 was cel ebrated asindependence day. Gandhi undertook
Salt Satyagraha, popularly known as Dandi March, on 6th April, 1930. The Civil
Disobedience Movement went on till 1934. In between there was the Round Table
conference. But the M ovement had to be suspended. Gandhi retired from the Congressin
October 1934. Gandhi took up the cause of the ‘Depressed Classes’ and the
‘Untouchables , whom hecalled  Harijans . The Harijans Sewak Sangh was established.

5.6.4 Achievement of Independence

In 1935, Government of IndiaAct waspassed. It evolved aconcept of All IndiaFederation.
Provincial Autonomy wasintroduced. Only 14 per cent of the population could vote.
Separate e ectroateswere provided for Mudims, Sikhs, Indian Christians, Anglo-Indians
and Europeans, among others. TheAct discouraged the emergence of national unity,
encouraging separation and communaism. The Congresscondemned theAct, but it decided
totakepartintheeections. Electionswereheldin 1937. CongressMinisterswereformed
in seven out of the eleven provinces. Thisbrought relief to the peoplein variousways.
Socialist ideasgrew both within the Congressaswell asoutsideit. Prominent Congress
leaderslike Nehru and Bosewerea so influenced by sociaist ideas. The British policy of
divideand ruleled to communalism. The British rulersstarted playing one community
against another. They tried to stem therising nationalism by appeasing theMuslimsand
inducing themto ask for privilegesas‘ minority rights . Communal el ectorateswereamed
at thesametarget of dividing and Indiansand weakening the national unity. Asaresult of
communalism, thetwo-nation theory wasevolved in 1938 and clearly spelt out by Jinnah
in 1940. Non-Mudim communalism never assumed such seriousdimensionsastheMudim
communaism. It wasrather areaction tothelatter. A sesson of the Hindu M ahasabhawas
held at Benarasin 1933. TheAryaSamgj established by Swami Dayanand and the Shuddhi
Movement under the auspi ces of the Samaj wereimportant movementsfor strengthening
and purifying the Hindu community. Dr. Hedgewar founded the Rashtriya Swayam Sewak
Sangh (RSS). Thiswasaimed at awakening and organising the Hindu peopleaswell as
imbibing inthem anintense spirit of nationalism. The* Shakha techniquewasevolved for
this purpose. When the Second World War started in 1939, the Congress demanded
completeindependence. The CrippsMission, in 1942 offered ‘ Dominion Status’ to India
at the end of the war. The Congress regjected the offer. The Quit India Movement for
compl ete independence was launched by Gandhi and the Congressin August, 1942.
Movement under theleadership of Jai Prakash Narainwerea so active during thisperiod.
Themovement—both violent aswell asnon-violent—failed, but the British realised that
they will haveto quit soon. Subhash ChandraBose and Rash Behari Boselaunched the
Indian Independence L eague and the Indian National Army (INA), dso caled Azad Hind
Fauj, at Singaporein 1943. With the help of the Japanese, the INA reached the Indian
bordersand captured K ohima. But therewasareversal and Japan was defeated by the
British Army. The INA Movement also collapsed while Subhash Chandra Bose was
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reported killedinanair crash inAugust, 1945. After the end of thewar, electionswere
heldin Indiainthebeginning of 1946. The Congresswon most of the seats. The Cabinet
Mission cameto Indiain March, 1946 to speed up thetransfer of power to Indians. It
published itsrecommendationson May 16. The Cabinet Mission Plan wasan elaborate
onefor the ultimatetransfer of power. There was disagreement on the Plan between the
Congressand theMudim League. Inthe course of events, theViceory invited the Congerss
under Nehru to form an Interim Government. The Muslim League wasfuriousand it
resulted incommunal riotsand alot of bloodshed. TheInterim Government could not do
anything as the L eague did not co-operate and stuck to their demand for a separate
Mudim country—Pakistan. British Prime Minister Attlee announced in February, the Plan
for thetransfer of Power by June 1948. L ord M oundbatten was sent asViceroy to India
inMarchto makearrangementsfor the same. The Congresshad to accept the partition of
Indiadueto many pressures, especialy because of thewidespread communal bloodshed
and the uncompromising attitude of the L eague and Jinnah. Indiabecamefree on 15th
August, 1947 after partition. At the stroke of midnight (14th-15th August) transfer of
power took place.

INTEXT QUESTIONS 5.2

1. Whatisthemethod of printing donewiththe help of aspecially prepared surfaceof a
stoneto print ascript called?

2. Whoistheauthor of Anandamatha?
3. Who gavethedogan“back totheVedas’?
4. Whendid JyotibaPhule start the Satya Shodhak Samaj?

@— WHAT YOU HAVE LEARNT

e Theeventslikeinvention of the printing press, the Renaissance and Reformationin
Europeled to the spread of |earning, which encouraged peopleto question dogmas.

e India’scontact with theWest had positive effects, asthisled to anumber of religious
and social reformsthat chalenged socid evilssuch asthesati system, child marriage,
denia of widow remarriage, illiteracy, fema einfanticide and the caste system.

e Thefollowersof Swami Dayanand, agreat Vedic scholar, founded theAryaSamg in
1875 and fought againgt untouchability, polytheism, andidolatry and pleaded for equal
statusfor women.

e Theinvention of lithography in 1798 wasamilestoneasit hel ped the Indiansto set up
printing pressesin many cities and start newspapersand journals. It also ledto a
tremendous growth of themodern Indian languages.
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-i TERMINAL QUESTIONS
1. Describe the impact of Renaissance and Reformation Movement in Europe on
India?
[
2. Examinetheroleof AryaSamgj inthereform movement. Notes
3. What wasthe contribution of Dayanand Saraswati inthefield of education?
4. What islithography?How hasit been helpful inthe growth of Indian langauges?
5. Examinetheroleof RgjaRam Mohan Roy intheawakening of Indians.
6. Writeanessay onlndia’sstrugglefor freedom.

[]
‘ I ANSWER TO INTEXT QUESTIONS

1. Englad

2. TipuSultanof Mysore
3. Threephases

5.2

1. Lithography

Bankin Chandra
Swami Dayanand
1873
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