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FACTORIES AND WOLLSUOPS : ANNUAL BEIORT FOR 1898,

Thoe apinion of the workera, expresscd to Miea Squire, that they woro inhaling and coughine
up silavwuriss thus recoived sowo support, and shero W stmange tesumeny irom a keen
medical observer in Italy over two centurics ago to the havae that can bo wroucht by thia
ever-recurring tendeuey of 3 wanulicture to wake its proiits vut vl cheapened waterials,
In his De JMorbis Artificun (published "1670, translated futo Euglieh 1705), Ramazsial -
wrote :— . : . - ;

* Wurst of all in the condlition of thoms who comb the silk cakes that remain after the making afthe il
in ordor to spin it into thrrad for severnl uses aa beiog lew ohargiable (ceatly ) ‘than the ailk iwwlf. Foe
when the bags of the silkworms afior boing steeped (n hot wator are openedd and nntangled by our women
« » + + snd wound upon rebls in small threads thero ame still somo grover threada or tilamentas bohind,
which have parta of the bodics of silkworms mizad with them ; aod of there they maka a sort of cakes which
they dry in the sun and give.cut to workmen to have drawn out Into thrradda with amall combs. Now the

people that comb themo mkes are usually trosbled with o vohement congh, and & great diCleulty of
mlhlut.ud fow of them live to okl ago io-that way of tmainesn. Tho virulenco that gives rico to Lhia

the endaverguapacticleaof thagilt wurms thatare-mizrd with=ths e, ~—TLlh.a

tragmiy in owin he ¢
- o et ————TiOle TRIRITY 10 {his ity That got & guad estata by the silk trade, and dy'dl mis rably of wvnsumptions ; l-hl'q

—

“SPaysiciana impatingThe cause of their calamity«sshe-trade thoy were continuali™mployrd in,

st cee o 8T wemally rer>mmend to this sort of workmen a milk diet above all nther thinps, thers being nothinpe

that more eectually correcta the corrosive and nlocrous acrimony. . . . liat at the long run if they Nnd
their alliction grows upoa 'them.ther _muastlook oust for another trade: for ‘tis a sonlil proiil diat's
svoviijeait sl widhs e denbruchion vt it * '

Would that our workers in' dangerous industries could avoid the ovils that beset them by

ﬂlicwing this last nwmmcm{uion*. [P, j— .

Mies Denne reports on tho abundant evidenco sho has had of tho evil effects of dust :—

* In the majority of cases the evil ia very insidious, and the general aymptoms produceml by dust on the
various rewpiratory organs are to the lay mind se similar to those prosiuced by other cnuscs that it 18 nol alwnya
cary to trace the comnection. “Tho inceweant *sore throas,' the irritation of the bronchial pamsages, the (requent
*colds on the chest,’ and * hoarke voice* and *morning cnugh ' from which girls empluyed in dusty procesees
sufler are all symptoms which lo casual observers might be casily aconanted fur (D other ways, Una or two rad -
canes of ml.hhh medienlly certitind to be seriously aggravatd, if nos induced, by work in rope factuorios which
came under my notice have mqlgmw in my mind the grave possibilities arising from work (n thore placee,

“ Such instances can selidom ha fnlly traced exeept with Infinite Inbone and patlence.  The worker falls into
{ll-boalth, and sinks away ous ol sight in Do suddon or sensmtional manuer so thas attention s seldom astrnoted
to tho nitimats source of the wouble. <

“The ovil effecta of nshestom dust have also attrnctel my altention, a microscupia examination of this

-mineral dust which was made by JLI, Medical Inspectotsclcarly revealed the sharp, glass-like, jnermd nature
Of tho particles, aod whoro thexuw allowed to rise AndN» remain suspondmd In the air of a room, (o any

quantity, the offocts hava boon found to bo injurious, as might haro been expreted, —

* As in china-scouring, so in a still greater degreo in other dusty trades, the worker may ooatinne for s

very long time apparently snaflootod, bofore the symptoms of the ovil bocome markoil. v e

* It is ulten impomsille to briog positive proof of detlnita injary slely attributable to working in & dnsty

, for rxorpt in extrome cnary the symptoms are similar to thosn attribntabie to other causen; but the

cortainty of the danger can be cloarly damonstraomi, as, for instanon, by examinntion of the dust partivien. Even

when the evil rnches smeh gravs proportions as to be capable of rasy anid tengie proof as in the e of china

scouring or flax p!;"rlng. there (s alwayaa cortain projurtion of * olidl workers “=the sarvivom of their matoe—

;I:' arn nl::l l:hfn:: " in every nnhealthy indnstry, aud wha, like the Ciroasian puison-raters, apprar to thrive on

u y ng. 2

* In lcrs obviouslyunhralthy conditions the only convincing proof of actual injary, vis., reliable comparative

statistics of mortality, or of health-standaris, is practically unattainable in the onse of any given factory, at aoy
mto with the time and opportunity at presens at our disporal,”

Although, in accordanco with reguiations, quostiona relating to fencing of dangerous
machinery aro reforred by H.M. Women Inapectorn to 1M, Inapectors in chargy of districts
(99 cases of dangorous machinery having been so referred in 1898), conaidorublo attention has,
as hitherto, beon given to various illustrations of tho neod of incrensing seourity for workers at
their omployment. Ofton vnluable suggestiona can ho gathorwl from study of the registors of
accidonta which ocenpiers aro bound to kvep in workahops as woll as {actories, nnd somo gross
casen of negleet to keop theso nreful recurds, fur oxample, in adrted wator works and laundrics,
we mado tho subjoct of procesdingm.

In ono case, with n viow to obtaining penal compensation for a paor old woman needlorsly
injurcd in a laundry, I proceeded agninst the ocenpiors, not only for failure to register and report
the accidont, but for failure to pluce such u barrier aa would from the position of the nuchino—
which waa u sclf-acting collar ironer near the wall=have prevonted the accident,  Groealy
carcless management had neglected not onlydhis simplo precnution, but had allowed pegn to
bo hung for outdear ymrmonts immedintely behind the ‘moving part of the machine, It was
the aceidontal setting in motion of the mackine, whon the old womun had gut behind it at the
dinner hour for her shawl to go home, that enused the injury whieh disabled her for further
fullowing her occupntion,

My attontion has been called, by repentedd reporta from the Inspectors, to cnses of Injured
workers being pressed to romain ac work during tho fiest threo days after an injury which
wonkl not bo suvero If it was enrefully nttended to, Miss Squire esperinlly reportod sorlous
conmvjuences an following u compartivoly alight aceident at  tin entting works, Ono girl
rho maw had lost a tinger by an operation somo time after the aceldont which cauned the
original injury, und it was the opinion of the surgeon that, if tho girl had rested and been
carcd for she would not have suffered a loss which many ars apt to forgot ls fur moro
acrious to a bread-carnor, who han only her hands to depend upon, than to othem,  Hand
preeces, both in metallic enpaulo works and In pen-mnking wurks, uro rewponrible for many

of these minor aceldents, which aro often of grave conscquence (0 the sutlerer, . 1 wan much . e e
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