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Introduction 
The charts for The Unicode Standard show U+027F LATIN SMALL LETTER 
REVERSED R WITH FISHHOOK and U+0285 LATIN SMALL LETTER SQUAT 
REVERSED ESH with the glyphs on the baseline (see Figure 1). Chinese books 
consistently use these characters with the glyph descending below the baseline as shown 
below and in Figures 2-7. Figures 2b and 4b are a magnification of one portion of Figures 
2a and 4a respectively to show clearly where the baseline is in relation to these 
characters. We would like to request the UTC to correct the glyphs in the charts and 
elsewhere where they may be referenced. 

baseline ɿ ʅ baseline 
The symbols were invented by Karlgren about 100 years ago. Figure 2b shows how he 
used the characters with the glyph descending below the baseline. 

Both characters were added to Unicode 1.1. The shape of U+0285 LATIN SMALL 
LETTER SQUAT REVERSED ESH was changed between version 2.0 and 3.0 of the 
Unicode standard to be “squat.” Since the name has not changed it’s probable the original 
samples for U+0285 were “squat” and the glyph in TUS was just wrong from the 
beginning.  

We have been unable to find the document requesting the glyph change for U+0285 or 
the original document proposing these characters. If the original proposal used older 
printed materials the baselines do jump around and if there are no characters immediately 
adjacent it would be very difficult to tell where the baseline is intended to be. The 
examples in this document are words with lots of adjacent characters and recent versions 
so it is much clearer where the baseline is. 
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Figures 

 
Figure 1. TUS. p. 591. 
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Figure 2a. Karlgren. p. 295. 

 
Figure 2b. Karlgren. p. 295 (showing baseline). 
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Figure 3. Chao. 1968. p. 24. 
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Figure 4a. Yuan. 1989. p. 6. 
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Figure 4b. Yuan. 1989. p. 6 (magnification showing baseline). 
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Figure 5. Yuan. 1989. p. 31. 
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. 
Figure 6. Linguistics Section. 1989. p. 59. 
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Figure 7. Norman, Jerry. 1988. p. 194. 
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